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Intro Music

Hello and welcome to Grand Final history, in this episode we go back to 1950 the 54th season of 
VFL and just the seventh season not to feature Jock McHale as a player or a coach.  Always known 
as Mr McHale to his players, he began his playing career in 1903, before the Wright brothers flew 
their plane and now jet airliners were being built. His numbers are staggering. 261 games as a 
player, 714 as a coach,  17 Grand Finals for 8 premierships. His influence on the game goes well 
beyond those numbers. 

We will return to Mr McHale shortly, for now let’s have a look at what was going in in 1950, the half 
way point of the 20th century, what were the stories and articles getting the attention of players and 
supporters, after they got through the sports section of their newspaper. 

It was the first year of the Menzies Liberal government and they finally ended Petrol rationing, more 
than 10 years since it was first introduced during the war. 

The threat of Communism was big news in 1950. A Victorian Royal Commission into the Communist 
Party delivered its results in May, as the footy season was getting underway.  The Commission 
found found "a damning indictment of the activities of a body of men enjoying the advantages of the 
Australian way of life while plotting to overthrow the country's established institutions and to 
sabotage its industrial machinery"30

So, it was no surprise when the Federal government introduced a bill to ban the Communist Party. It 
was controversial, it seemed to some that defending freedom required banning political choice. We 
will hear more about this next year. 

As the finals took place in September 1950, literature, politics and football collided with Frank 
Hardy’s sensational debut novel “Power Without Glory”. It was a very thinly disguised, slightly 
fictionalised story of Colourful Racing Identity and Collingwood benefactor John Wren. In the novel 
John West dominated the suburb of Carringbush (rather than Colling WOOD) with his SP bookie 
empire that connected punters, politicians, sportsmen and crooks.  The novel quickly became a 
best seller. When politicians met the first question they asked each other was, “Have you read the 
book?” The next question was, which characters matched their real life equivalent.14 

The book was so controversial that Hardy faced court in Victoria’s last criminal libel case and spent 
some time behind bars defendeding his work as fiction. The case generated more publicity for the 
book, shared more dirty laundry about Wren and the jury found Hardy not guilty. You may still hear 
some footy commentators calling Collingwood Carringbush or you can even go to the Carringbush 
hotel, deep in Collingwood territory, though you won’t find any SP bookies there now. 

In world news, the first Empire Games since 1938, not yet re-branded to Commonwealth Games, 
took place in February in Auckland. Australia won 80 medals. St Kilda’s Full Forward Peter Bennett 
had skipped the 1948 Olympics but made the 1950 Water Polo team, winning Gold in Auckland.1 
Training for the Empire Games was good preseason work, Bennett got 4 goals in Round 1 and had 
his best season, kicking 59 goals. 
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The biggest story of 1950 was the start of the Korean war. Japan had colonised Korea before WWII. 
At the end of the War, Korea was divided into a Russian occupied North and American South which 
led to Communist North Korea and the American aligned South Korea. On Sunday the 25th of June 
North Korea invaded the South. Australia still had Defence forces in Japan as part of a combined 
post war occupation, by Monday these were placed under American command. On Sunday July 2nd, 
RAAF forces began combat operations over Korea and American ground forces were in action the 
following Wednesday. Things were moving quickly. Australian ground forces landed in Korea in 
September. 15

Only four VFL players would have to serve in Korea. Melbourne’s Geoff Collins, a member of the 
1948 premiership team,  played through to the end of the 1952 season then spent much of 1953 
flying combat missions with the RAAF in Korea. He returned to Melbourne for the entire 1954 
season playing in the Grand Final. John Curtin played a couple of games for St Kilda in 1947 after 
his WWII service then served in the Army in Korea in 1953. John McGreevy played a couple of 
games for Hawthorn in 1952 before his Army service took him to Japan and Korea from 1954 to 55. 
Alan Stretton had played 16 games for St Kilda in1946 and 47 after his WWII army service, then 
served in Korea from 1954 to 55 as part a distinguished career, eventually becoming a Major 
General. He is also remembered for heading the disaster management and clean up of Darwin after 
Cyclone Tracy in 1974. 
 
The fighting in Korea would last until July 1953 when an armistice settled the demilitarised zone 
following the 38th parallel, the same border that existed between North and South before the war. 
There is still no peace treaty to actually end the state of war. Peter Bell who played 286 games with 
North Melbourne and Fremantle was born in South Korea and adopted by an Australian couple. 

1950 also saw a couple of innovations that have become part of everyday life. Diners Club 
launched the first multi purpose credit card that could be used in a variety of shops, restaurants and 
other establishments. In our modern era many football stadiums are cash free and you have to use 
a credit or debit card, a concept that had its start in 1950.17 If you pack your sandwiches to take to 
the footy you might have used one, two or more Kraft Singles cheese slices also were launched in 
1950.17 Both credit cards and sliced cheese would take a while to reach Australia. 

While talking innovations, television and football was a topic of many conversations by 
administrators and officials. At a meeting of league secretaries, during the Brisbane Carnival, it was 
confirmed that the principle of No pay No broadcast” would apply to TV too, when it arrived. 
Although broadcast fees, limited to radio at this time, were rather modest. Radio stations paid about 
£50 per ground per season and the VFL sold broadcast rights for finals for £60 which is about 
$4,000 in today’s money.27,28 Not quite the multi billion dollar deals for TV broadcast rights in the 
modern era.

There was talk of raising admission prices yet again, but after negotiations with the Ground 
Management Association, a cartel of cricket clubs that controlled access to many VFL club grounds, 
the price for the outer stayed at 1/ 3p. About equivalent to $4 in today’s money. Another way of 
looking at it,  going to the footy in 1950 cost about the same as buying two loaves of bread in 1950. 
In our modern era a General Admission ticket is about $20, that’s about seven loaves of bread from 
today’s shops. We are paying a fair bit more to go to a game than the 1950 supporters but we get a 
seat, shelter from the rain and much better facilities. Between 1950 and now the League realised 
we were willing to pay more to go to a game. There were many commentators in 1950 who thought 
admission was too low and players were not paid enough, but is the price right now? 20,21

Let’s focus on the footy starting with the preseason before getting into the 1950 season and finals. 
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North declared they would be known as the Kangaroos in March 1950 but it didn’t seem to get 
much traction. The real boost was in 1954 when committeeman Phonse Tobin got a 3 meter tall 
paper mache’ kangaroo that had been part of a display for the Royal Tour and installed it at Arden 
Street.  But the starting point was in March 1950 when the club decided the Kangaroos was a better 
nickname than Shinboners. The reserves were to be called Wallabies,2,3 but that didn’t stick. 

In April the League confirmed the Father Son rule. If a father had played 50 or more VFL games 
their son could apply to play with his former club, regardless of residential qualifications. Fitzroy’s 
delegate Perc Mitchell had proposed it a year earlier and in 1950 it received enough support to 
become a new rule. 24 Carlton's Harvey Dunn would be the first player to use the rule in 1951 going 
to the Blues in Harvey Sr’s footsteps rather than North who had not been willing to clear him.25 The 
rule is often credited to Melbourne’s desire for Ron Barassi to play for his father’s club but Ron Jr 
would not join the Demons until 1953.

Footballers writing weekly newspaper columns was not unknown. Jack Dyer started writing for the 
Sun in 1946 with almost 250 games experience over 15 years. Dick Reynolds started at the Argus 
in 1947, 14 years after his debut also on 250 games. Two Captain coaches, leaders of their clubs 
and icons of the game. There was a third footballer joining this duo with his own column in 1950. He 
was not a captain, nor a coach and had only played one season but he had kicked 100 goals. 

The Herald gave John Coleman a weekly column for his insights and knowledge. It was a sign of 
the times and a pointer to the future, the footballer as a celebrity. The Herald had their finger on the 
public’s pulse, tapping into the fascination with this young, football excitement machine.  He may 
not have the experience of a Dyer or Reynolds but he would help sell newspapers and Coleman 
would earn £5 5/ a week on top of the £4 playing fees and his wage as an accountant. Along with a 
variety of endorsement deals, Coleman was kicking some financial goals in just his second season.
 
Three clubs were looking for a new coach in 1950 which is about the normal run rate for the 
previous 10 years. For one club it was a simple affair but two, unforgettable controversies rocked 
the other two clubs to their foundations. 

South Melbourne wanted a playing coach and were able to recruit Gordon “Whoppa” Lane from 
Essendon. While he came off the bench in the 1949 premiership win he had only played 10 games 
in the last two seasons as he struggled with injuries. Given the opportunity to progress as a coach 
Essendon were willing to clear the 131 game, 3 time premiership veteran and he replaced Jack 
Hale at South who would go to Hawthorn as an assistant coach in charge of their reserves. 

Hawthorn was a club that had played 25 VFL seasons and won just 99 games. Essendon had won 
more games in the last 8 seasons. The Hawks did not get much attention from the press but that 
was about to change. There were some fundamental problems at Glenferrie, they did not have 
many members, nor much money, they did not have a great recruiting network across country 
Victoria or interstate and if they did see a recruit, they were not the most attractive destination for 
someone looking to play league football. Their metropolitan zone hadn't been a happy hunting 
ground either. It is an ongoing issue in any era, a club that is not successful has many challenges to 
address before they can begin that long climb up the ladder. 

After the end of the 1949 season, the committee decided they needed a new non playing coach. 
Three seasons under captain coach Alec Albiston had delivered just 12 wins, finishing 11th, 11th and 
last. Alec was not opposed to the move, he had given coaching a crack and it had not worked out. 
The committee assured him he would still be captain under the new non playing coach, so his 
honour would be maintained. Early in 1950 the club appointed former North Melbourne coach Alec 
McCaskill, who had lifted that club into their first finals campaign as well as having an extraordinary 
country football record, 9 premierships with Sandhurst, in the strong Bendigo League, 
demonstrated the man knew something about football. 
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Albiston received a few lucrative offers from country clubs willing to pay much more that VFL teams 
who had to follow the Coulter Law, but he declared he was staying with the Hawks. He was going to 
be the captain, that had been confirmed by the committee, and together with a new coach they 
might turn the Hawks around. Bob McCaskill made his first significant change, getting the club to 
switch jumpers from the brown top with the yellow V, which had seen the club called the mustard 
pots, to brown and gold stripes, like Collingwood and North. It would make the payers look taller. 

Albiston missed some preseason games and training because he was playing district cricket finals. 
Meanwhile the new coach declared he wanted a more vigorous style of play, he wanted opposition 
clubs to know they had taken on Hawthorn, a team that could not just be pushed aside. He was 
having plenty of conversations with former army commando and wartime hero, Best and Fairest 
winner, regular State representative and some time on field protector and enforcer, Kevin Curran. 
Albiston was more of a gentleman, a brilliant rover, two time best and fairest, a leading goal kicker 
in multiple seasons and a 14 year servant of the club. Before the last practice match Curran was 
announced as captain, he was the type of player McCaskill wanted to lead a more physical style of 
game. A decision that unleashed a storm and generated plenty of coverage for Hawthorn but not 
the reason they wanted to be in the papers.

Albiston said the Curran appointment was “One of the dirtiest things I have ever had put over me”. 
He said he had nothing against Curran and his argument was with the committee. Col Austen, the 
1949 best and fairest winner,  who had also tied for the 1949 Brownlow before losing on count back, 
also said he would not play unless the decision was reversed. The Hawthorn Committee issued a 
statement denying the captaincy had been promised, only “:that it was a possibility”. 

There were calls to sack the committee. Some believe that religious sectarianism was part of the 
problem. McCaskill and Curran were Catholic while Albiston was a Protestant. It seems crazy now 
but for decades there was a schism in Australian society between Protestants and Catholics which 
played out in work places, sporting clubs and more. That division died away as Australia evolved 
with post war immigration but it was still a very real thing in the 1950s. Whether religion had any 
part to play in Bob McCaskill’s decision is impossible to say, but the fact people believed it might 
shows how tense the situation was. 

The club stuck with Curran as captain and cleared Albiston to North and Austen to Richmond. Kevin 
Curran did go physical and after Round 3 was suspended for 4 weeks for attempted kicking which 
he emphatically denied. His first game back was against Richmond and, after lining Col Austen up 
from 40 yards away, he flattened him well after he got rid of the ball and was reported again. 
Despite both players using the traditional approach of nothing to see here, Curran was suspended 
for another 4 weeks. It was a terrible start to a horrible season for the Hawks, they would not win a 
game all season, still stuck on 99 wins after completing 26 seasons.

In many respects Collingwood were the complete opposite of Hawthorn, they had won 11 
premierships, more than than any other club, played in more finals that any other club, and been 
the most stable in terms of coaching and administration but even supposedly dormant volcanoes 
can unexpectedly erupt and things at Collingwood were about to explode. Glenn McFarlane’s book 
Jock has all the details about this episode and much more. Worth reading if you want to know more 
about this giant of the game’s history. I will give a summary now and provide more details in a 
special Jock McHale episode which will be available shortly. 

The first tremor was a report in the Sun in February that McHale had not confirmed that he would 
be coaching in the coming season. Yet after the AGM in March he was confirmed as coach and was 
taking preseason training, aged 68. preparing for his 40th season. Then a major shock wave 
thundered out on Tuesday April 4, just 18 days before the start of the season when Jock told the 
Collingwood Committee he would not be coaching in 1950. 
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It was time to dust off the succession plan for a non playing coach, developed during the 1946 mid 
season trip to play some exhibition games in Perth. Discussions during that trip settled on 
Collingwood Seconds coach, Bervyn Wood. As a player he had won two premierships from 5 grand 
finals in 110 games between 1935 to 40 before becoming seconds coach in 1943. Woods became 
the designated successor. 

What seemed like good planning in 1946 did not convince everybody in 1950. Phonse Kyne had 
been captain since 1946, won three successive Copeland trophies between 1946-48 and was seen 
by the players and supporters as the natural successor. While he had been doing preseason 
training he was prepared to retire to meet the non playing coach requirement. 

The committee vote was tied 6 votes each between Kyne, the current leader of the players and 
Woods, the man who had been promised the job in 1946. Club president Harry Curtis used his 
casting vote and announced that Bervyn Wood was the new Collingwood coach. The Victoria Park 
volcano erupted. 

Committeeman Jack Galbally looked across the table and said “Mr President, for 25 years you have 
bought honour and distinguished service to the club and you have just torn it all down. You have 
done the wrong thing and the worst thing for Collingwood.”

At the practice match on the following Saturday Committee members were heckled, members tore 
up their season tickets. Bervyn Wood was booed while Phonse Kyne was picked up and carried 
shoulder high by the crowd. 

It was all too much for Bervyn Wood. He may well have been a successful seniors coach, under 
different circumstances but he knew this was not his time. Jock McHale had coached Collingwood 
for almost 14,000 days. His successor Bervyn Wood wrote his resignation letter the Sunday after 
that practice match, he had lasted 4 days. Phonse Kyne was appointed as non playing coach.

The turmoil did not end A special general meeting was held at the Collingwood Town Hall in mid 
May. Decades long friendships were broken, a vote of no confidence was passed. Harry Curtis, 
Frank Wraith and Bob Rush, all loyal and dedicated servants of Collingwood lost their seats on the 
committee because of their support for Wood. Decades of stability lost in weeks of upheaval.

So as I said earlier, only three changes in coaches for 1950 but two of them were rather eventful.

After all that excitement let’s see what happened when the season began on Saturday 22nd of April.

Those who managed to get to the grounds early would once again see the Under 19s as curtain 
raisers with the exception of Collingwood who were sticking with their local schoolboys competition. 
Richmond Juniors would take Collingwood’s place in the Under 19 competition. The Round 1 
Record called for the Under 19s to play before Reserves games at finals.32 They were well ahead of 
their time, that would not happen until 1961.

Perhaps not a surprise when South defeated Collingwood at the Lakeside oval, though scores were 
level at three quarter time, the Swans won by 20 points. Essendon had to go to Fitzroy for their first 
game so the Premiership Flag unfurling would have to wait. The Bombers were hot favourites, it 
was Dick Reynold’s 300th game, John Coleman got a goal within a few seconds of the opening 
bounce just like his debut game a year earlier.  However this year Coleman would only kick four 
goals and the match was closer than most expected with Essendon gaining the advantage in the 
last quarter by one goal. There was another surprise at the Western Oval where St Kilda beat 
Footscray by 9 points, a rare first round win for the Saints. North Melbourne had done well in 1949 
but disappointed in the finals. Some were expecting the newly named Kangaroos to fall back down 
the ladder but they beat Richmond by 10 points to get a jump on 1950. 
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The Match of the Day was at the MCG with 33,000 watching Melbourne beat Carlton by 20 points. 
Hawthorn had a terrible start to the season, Geelong’s Lindsey White kicked 10 goals as the Cats 
won by 80 points to sit on top of the ladder. 

And as discussed last episode, Round 1 saw sirens being used at all grounds in 1950, the tolling of 
the Bell would no longer be heard. Unless the Siren broke.31

Essendon unfurled their flag in Round 2, hosting South Melbourne so Gordon Lane saw the Flag he 
helped win, standing in South Melbourne colours as their new captain coach. There was no 
Premiership Flag curse as the Bombers won by 105 points, Coleman kicked 11 with 6 in the last 
quarter. 

The Round 5 match of the day was at the Junction Oval where a record crowd of 47,000 saw 
surprise packet St Kilda, second on the ladder, playing Carlton sitting fourth. The crowd, bigger than 
the 1944 Junction Oval Grand Final, saw the Saints win by 19 points, five wins from five games, 
giving unexpected joy to Saint’s supporters. 

In the same round George Goninon was cleared by Essendon to Geelong and went straight into 
their senior team in the match against Collingwood, booting 4 goals. The Cats raced home in the 
last quarter kicking 5 goals to one but the Magpies held on by a single point.  Goninon had played 
nine games in three seasons at Essendon, unable to become a regular in that star packed team but 
he would make his mark in Geelong. 

The Round 6 match of the day was between the undefeated Saints against Geelong with 3 wins out 
of 5 including that loss to Collingwood by just one point the week before. Two rising teams ready to 
make a statement in this early part of the season. Well, at least Geelong were ready, as the Saints 
crashed to earth, losing at Kardinia park by 94 points in a real boil over. 

North Melbourne hosted Essendon and in an upset result, the Kangaroos came from behind in a 
close fought game winning by 15 points. It bought Essendon's 16 game winning streak to an end, 
that would not be matched until the 2000 season under Kevin Sheedy, when they won 20 in a row. 

After all that drama the season was about one third complete and despite their losses in Round 6, 
Essendon and St Kilda remained first and second on the ladder with five wins followed by Geelong, 
Melbourne, North and Carlton on four wins, in what was shaping up as a close season. After their 
chaotic start to the season Collingwood were seventh on three wins followed by Fitzroy, Richmond 
and South all on two wins. Not completely out of contention but needing to get a move on if they 
wanted to make finals. Footscray were 11th with just one win and Hawthorn, last, with no wins. 

Hec de Lacy in the Sporting Globe, led calls for the Round 7 clash between the top two sides, 
Essendon and St Kilda, to be moved to the vacant MCG. Windy Hill could only hold 30,000 while 
60,000 and more could comfortably be accommodated at the MCG. But, as he wrote,  “...petty 
contracts with ground managers, to the man who sells lollies, to the bar licensee, and to the hot dog  
vendor count for much more than the wish and safety of the people who love the thrill of a big 
football clash” 12 Hec de Lacy had been beating the drum for big games to be moved to the MCG for 
a couple of seasons now but the VFL was not ready, it would not happen for many decades. 27,000 
saw Essendon beat the Saints by 63 points, their second thrashing in two weeks. Had the Saints 
peaked too soon?

Round 8 was the King’s Birthday split round and St Kilda got back onto the winning list beating 
Fitzroy, taking their season’s victorys to six which matched their total wins for 1949 and 1948 
combined. Could they keep it going?
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Round 8 1950 would also see Collingwood play their 1,000th VFL game. Their strong finals record 
over so many seasons meant they were the first club to reach the milestone.26 Alf Brown in the 
Herald at the time had the Magpies hitting the 1,000 games in Round 10 using the pen and paper 
statistics of the day, but the wonderful AFLTables.com confirmed the feat was achieved in R8. The 
Magpies played Melbourne on Monday in front of more than 55,000 people at the MCG but the 
milestone match was an easy win for the Demons 

It was a round that also demonstrated the post war enthusiasm for football in Melbourne, with 
180,502 people attending just 6 games, 3 played at the same time on Saturday and 3 played on 
Monday. The previous best was 147,000 in 1948.35 

Another milestone moment occurred in Round 9. In their 26th season in the VFL, North finally broke 
their Victoria Park hoodoo, beating Collingwood, they left nothing to chance this time, leading all 
day for a historic 32 point win. 

The Football record for Round 9 suggested umpires be provided notebooks and pencils to be 
carried during games to record details of reports, rather than waiting until after the game to 
document the facts hoping their memories would be accurate.33 The League agreed this was a 
sensible idea and implemented the solution, only 30 years later in 1980.

The Round 10 Fitzroy game against Geelong was Norm Smith’s 227th and last game as a player in 
a career that dated back to 1935.  He kicked two goals in only his fourth game for the season but 
those tired legs and stretched hamstrings would carry him no further. It allowed “The Baron” Alan 
Ruthven to assume the captaincy full time, while Norm began his long non playing coaching career. 

That same day the top two teams, Melbourne and Essendon played at the MCG attracting 55,682, 
only 3,000 less than the record home and away crowd between these two teams in 1949. Hec de 
Lacy might have a point about the MCG attracting big crowds. 

In Round 12 Dick Reynolds passed Jack Dyer’s Record for the most VFL games. The veteran, 
entered the ground through a specially decorated banner of streamers stretched across the race 
and led his team to another victory. However in the 1990’s AFL statisticians reviewed the records 
and noted that Dyer had spent two early games on the bench, not getting a run. At that time these 
were not counted but they were retrospectively added to his career total, which meant that 
Reynolds really broke the games record in Round 14 against Geelong, but nobody knew it at the 
time. 

After Round 12 the season was two thirds complete and the ladder had taken on a different 
complexion. Essendon were well clear on top, with 11 wins and a stunning percentage of 161. 
Melbourne and North followed on nine wins and Geelong, Richmond and Carlton were all on seven 
wins. Collingwood sat seventh on the ladder just a game behind. St Kilda’s bright, early form had 
fallen away, 8th with 6 wins. Fitzroy had four wins, Footscray and South on three and Hawthorn on 
the bottom, no wins. 

Rd 14 was a split round over two weekends to allow for the Carnival in Brisbane

The Brisbane Carnival was intended to be a showcase of Australian football in the northern Rugby 
state. Yet, its fair to say, despite innovations including night games and some new teams including 
the VFA playing in Division 1 and, in Division 2, an Australian Amateur team, not many locals were 
converted. The first challenge was the venue. Barred from using the Gabba by the powerful Rugby 
League the Exhibition grounds were used. However the oval was covered by gravel 10 yards in 
from the boundary. Writing for the Herald, Alf Brown called it “the most primitive metropolitan 
football ground I have ever seen”. There were lights though, with special new bulbs air freighted 
from England. They were well regarded but nothing could help with the rain. 
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Brisbane was having an extraordinarily wet winter. June had seen 2.5 times the average rain and 
July was 4 times as wet as normal. Rugby League was cancelled but he carnival went on. St Kilda’s 
Peter Bennett, with his water polo experience, kicked two goals in the game against Tasmania. 
Compounding the problems of gravel, rain and poor facilities was the fact the oval had been used 
for decades as the Brisbane Showgrounds. Cattle, horses and more leaving generations of manure 
that was being churned up with game after game in pouring rain. There were times the ball had to 
be dragged from the sucking mud. 16 games in 10 days, literally played on the home team’s dung 
heap. With cold showers after the game. Several players were taken to hospital during the carnival 
for tetanus or penicillin shots.13 Victoria was undefeated in their four games to once more claim the 
national title. 

Normal conditions resumed for Round 15 although Essendon had a number of regular players out, 
through injury and illness, in their game against Footscray, forcing them to draw on their strong 
reserves team. Footscray got off to a flyer with the wind to lead by 46 points at quarter time. 
Essendon were 23 points down at half time and 31 points behind at three quarter time. This could 
be another loss but Reynolds would not be discouraged, rallying his men at three quarter time. The 
game was still on, they still had a chance and they took it. Kicking 5.4 to one behind grabbing a two 
point win against all expectations. The Bombers were going to be a hard team to stop in 1950.

After an even start to the season the four was almost settled going into Round 16. The match of the 
day between Collingwood and Geelong, at Victoria Park, was crucial for both clubs looking to be in 
fourth spot at the end of the season. A close match was decided in the final seconds, when 
Geelong's Neal Tresize spun out of pack and goaled moments before siren for the win, putting 
Geelong two games and percentage clear of Collingwood with two rounds to go. 

Round 17 saw top team Essendon taking on second place North, in a preview of the finals. John 
Coleman entered the game on 95 goals and by the 17th minute of the second quarter he had his 
second century, in his second season. It had only taken him 16 games. Only Bob Pratt, who, in 
1933, kicked 100 goals in 13 games, had done better to this point. It was a great game with 
Essendon winning by just 8 points. Geelong had locked in a finals spot the week before but then 
lost to St Kilda by one goal. Melbourne lost to Norm Smith’s Fitzroy, by 5 points. Three of the top 
four teams losing game, just two weeks before finals. 

In the last round of the season Fitzroy beat North at Arden Street, ending a streak of 17 home wins 
dating back to Round 3 1949, still a record for the Kangaroos. Geelong lost to Richmond at Kardinia 
Park. Two losses in the final two weeks meant only their superior percentage kept them in the four. 

Essendon travelled to the Junction oval, the first time they played St Kilda it was first versus second 
and 27,000 went to Windy Hill, but now the Saints were seventh and out of finals contention but still 
27,000 turned up. How much was the Coleman effect? The game muddled along until three quarter 
time with Essendon 4 goals up. The last quarter was a reminder of the Bombers strength, they 
kicked 11 goals with Coleman getting 6 to finish with 10 for the day. They were not losing their way 
into the finals. 

Essendon finished on top of the ladder, for the fourth time under Dick Reynold’s coaching. They 
were four games clear with percentage of 162, 40% higher than the next team. A truly dominant 
season but now it was finals time. 

North lost last their two games of the season, but finished second, Melbourne lost their second last 
game finishing third and Geelong lost their last two games but kept fourth with better percentage 
than either Fitzroy or Richmond, also on 10 wins. 
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The Maroons had beaten top four teams Melbourne and the Kangaroos in the last two rounds as 
well as winning their last 6 games of the season. Yet that was only enough to earn them the 1950 
AlmostUs Award for just missing out on the finals. A better start to the season might have got them 
over the line. 

Richmond were sixth, twice in the last three seasons they had been a game out of the four, close 
but not close enough. Collingwood followed on 9 wins in their troubled season, Carlton was equal 
third at the end of June but did not win a game from Round 11 to Round 17 and dropped to eighth 
with just 8 wins and a draw. St Kilda, who won 6 out of their first 8 games, finished the season on 9th 

spot with 8 wins and that draw against the Blues. Footscray had been in the finals a couple of years 
earlier but now they were 10th with just 5 wins. South were 11th also on 5 wins. 

Hawthorn were winless and last in a season that had started badly and got worse. Yet sometimes 
when you really hit rock bottom, the only way is up. A young player won the best and fairest, in his 
first season. John Kennedy would achieve many more “firsts” for the Hawks. He saw the emphasis 
McCaskill placed on fitness, a lesson he remembered well. Former Carlton player and Swans coach 
Jack Hale had joined the club as assistant coach and he would also play a key role in the club’s 
future. Several committee members including Sandy Furgeson, who would soon become club 
president, learnt from the turmoil and made sure committee processes and decisions were clear 
and transparent with a focus on building trust throughout the club. Success did not come 
immediately but it was a turning point for the club. 

Brownlow medal votes were counted on the Wednesday after the end of the regular season and 
while Fitzroy had thrilled their supporters with that late season rush that just fell short, their captain 
and rover, Alan “The Baron” Ruthven did win the Brownlow Medal. He got 21 votes, three clear of 
Geelong’s Fred Flanagan on 18. Ruthven was 28 and in his 11th season and 150 games at Fitzroy. 
Originally, he tried to join Collingwood as a 16 year old but head Trainer Wal Lee took one look at 
the skinny youngster and told him to go back to school. You can’t always pick them at that age. 
Ruthven then joined the Victorian Brewery team in the Saturday Morning League where he was 
spotted by then Fitzroy Reserves coach Charlie Cameron.36 Things had been tense when Norm 
Smith came in a Captain Coach, taking the captaincy from Ruthven in 1949. He had some lucrative 
offers from Hamilton and Broken Hill but the Maroons would not clear him and with Norm Smith 
hanging up the boots during this season he was captain once more. He recognised the club had 
done the right thing and had no regrets now. 

On the night of the vote, he was at home with some dinner guests and got a phone call from Fitzroy 
delegate Les Phelan with the good news. Norman Banks, from ABC radio, arrived to do an 
interview. The local publican bought in a couple of dozen bottles of beer and more and more visitors 
turned up for the party. The original dinner guests were three priests who said not to mention they 
were there, otherwise they would get into trouble. The medal was presented in March 1951 at the 
League’s AGM. Allan recalled he had trouble getting into Harrison House because he did not have 
any ID and it took a bit of persuasion to get through the door. As for that nickname, well it wasn’t 
because he was a fancy dresser, even if that might have helped. The Governor General of Australia 
from 1936 to 45 was Sir Alexander Hore Ruthven, who was an actual Baron. Somebody decided he 
must be a relative and the nickname stuck. 37,38

The first semi final was between Melbourne and Geelong. It had been a long journey back to finals 
for the Cats who had gone into recess in 1942 and 43. They had been in the finals three years out 
of four between 1937 to 40 winning the flag in 1937. That team was lost and the club had to rebuild 
from 1944. It was Premiership coach Reg Hickey’s second season as non playing coach and the 
club was building momentum. Melbourne had chosen Alan la Fontain as coach, a move that 
surprised many, in 1949. Now, he had Melbourne into finals again, in just his second season. 
Melbourne were warm favourites, despite a turnover in players they still had plenty of finals 
experience, while this was the Cats first September game since 1940 and they had lost the last two 
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games of the season. The Demons even had that finals specialist Jack Mueller in for his 216th 
game, he had been bought back from the Reserves in Round 15 to provide a target up forward. It 
had worked before, would it work in 1950? 

50,000 were at the game, well down on the 1949 First Semi. Geelong players now travelled by bus 
rather than train, taking a break at Werribee to stretch their legs.39 It had been raining for much of 
the morning, discouraging some who might have decided to listen on the radio and keep warm and 
dry. The ground was muddy, the rain came and went and it was a tough day to play. It got even 
tougher for Melbourne when their captain Shane McGrath collided with his team mate Geoff Collins 
in the first quarter. Collins went off with a broken jaw leaving the Demons back-line unbalanced. 
Geelong combined together better, defended more strongly and were able to link up with passing 
despite the conditions. It was still close at half time but the longer the game went the more Geelong 
was in control. Running out easy winners by 44 points. George Goninon kicked 6, proving a very 
handy pick up for the Cats this season. It was Jack Mueller’s third comeback and this would be his 
last senior game although he would still captain coach the Melbourne Reserves until 1954 and 
played one game for them in 1955 when they were short. 

The Second Semi Final was between Essendon and North and the winner would be in the Grand 
Final. The big news before the game was the announcement in Friday’s Herald that veteran Dick 
Reynolds was also calling quits at the end of this season. It was a decision he had been sitting on 
all season and now the finals were here he knew his time was done, although he wanted to go out 
on a winning note. 40 Essendon were the favourites given their strong season and North losing those 
last two games of the year. North made four changes to their team, Essendon two. The Bombers 
were keeping one injury problem under wraps, John Coleman had broken his little finger in the last 
game of the season and had his hand in plaster all week, the cast was taken off so he could play. 

75,433 were at the game, a much bigger crowd than the first semi and they saw a much better, 
though far more brutal game. The team’s lined up for the national anthem and, as happens at finals 
today, many in the crowd broke before the end of the music to cheer for their team, seems the 
tradition was well established even in those God Save the King days44. North’s captain Les Foote 
won the toss and chose to kick against the wind, a surprising decision for a team that was yet to win 
a final and many thought could do with a confidence building first quarter. North were playing a 
physical game but it did not stop Essendon scoring, they built a good early lead, kicking 5 goals 5 to 
just 3 behinds in the first quarter. North were not daunted, they took advantage of the wind in the 
second quarter and trailed by just 8 points at half time. North matched Essendon in the third 
quarter, each team kicking 3 goals. The rain started pouring down in the last quarter, negating the 
advantage of the wind with the ball slippery and the players sliding on the muddy ground. With 10 
minutes to play Essendon were just three points up. Then Gerald Marchesi goaled for North to take 
the lead. Jock Spence got a behind. The Kangaroos were in front and there was just 10 minutes to 
go. Coleman showed his brilliance diving full length over the shoulders of two North defenders for 
an incredible mark. But his shot went wide. 

It was a desperate finish and the players were willing, perhaps too willing. Coleman got a kick in the 
head and Reynolds flew high for a mark, landed on his back and was knocked unconscious. 
Essendon had only lost once all season, but that was to North and the siren was about to go. The 
ball was deep in the Essendon Forward line, bouncing towards the boundary line when the pivotal 
moment of the game occurred. As the ball was about to go over the boundary line North’s ever 
reliable full back Jock McCorkell, the man who kept Coleman to just four goals, attempted to knock 
the ball further away from the Essendon goal but inadvertently punched the ball back into play. 
Coleman grabbed it turned and, rather than rush a shot, calmly passed the ball to Ron McEwin in 
the goal square. It was an easy shot, Essendon took the lead and won the game. The Dons were in 
their 8th Grand Final since 1941. North were yet to win a final and had to play a confident Geelong 
in the Preliminary final.41,42
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Despite their hard game against Essendon North were tipped as favourites in the Preliminary 
against Geelong. 73,539 were at the game, a record crowd for a preliminary final. Five extra trains 
and 40 special busses travelled from a rapidly emptying Geelong. The RACV and police were 
prepared, they remembered Geelong’s 1925 premiership year when the Geelong Melbourne Rd 
was lined with one of the greatest collections of broken down cars in history.45 

North entered the ground through the familiar ribbon bound race but also released a flurry of blue 
and white balloons, perhaps the start of many balloons seen at MCG finals in years to come. 
North’s skipper Les Foote once more won the toss, once more chose to kick against the wind and 
once more North found themselves in trouble at quarter time, the Cats leading 7.3 to just one goal. 
It didn’t seem to be the wisest strategy but coach Wal Carter preferred to have the wind at his back 
in the final quarter, so long as it was not a wet day when the ball became too heavy49. 

The Herald asked 8 League coaches, none supported Carter’s theory, noting that wind direction 
could change.50 The plan might have looked more promising if the Kangaroos could have kicked 
straight. They had much more of the play but still trailed at half time, Geelong 8.4 (52) to North 4.8 
(32). The same number of scoring shots but a 20 point lead to Geelong. North supporters were 
nervous, they had endured many lean years, last year they topped the ladder but lost both finals, 
this year they had almost beaten Essendon but missed out just at the end of the first Semi. Were 
they on track to lose four finals in a row. Geelong supporters were hopeful. They had seen their 
team improve year after year and now they seemed on track for a grand final spot. Could they 
maintain their lead in the second half. 

The third quarter was the turning point and it was the North Melbourne supporters who had 
everything to cheer for. Against the wind, goals that had been so hard to find in the first half started 
to flow. When Les Foote kicked his fourth for the day the Kangaroos took the lead for the first time. 
He was leading from the front, driving his team forward as they kicked four goals in six minutes to 
wrestle the momentum away from the Cats. However, Geelong were not done yet, they scored a 
goal to retake the lead only to see North kick away again until the Cats got back in front. When the 
teams went to the three quarter time huddles North were 2 points down but having scored six goals 
to three, against the wind they were confident they could keep going. They seemed to have more 
stamina and system. It was a hard fought game and Geelong were not embarrassed but North had 
been the stronger team in the second half led by their resolute captain Les Foote. They won their 
first VFL final by 17 points, setting up a grand final against Essendon. Geelong players and 
supporters had to head home, hoping their busses and cars could make the entire trip down the 
Geelong road. Some supporters declared they would be back next year for the Grand Final 47, 48, 42

Essendon were Grand Final regulars they had won 9 VFL premierships and been runners up 7 
times. This would be their 6th Grand final in a row counting that draw in 1948 so the club and the 
supporters were very familiar with the experience. Down at Arden street it was all new. They had 
been a leading team in the VFA winning 6 premierships, even if one of those was a forfeit by 
Richmond in 1904 but that’s a story from an earlier episode. Yet, they had struggled in the VFL 
since 1925. In North Melbourne, on the Friday before the big game, it was all anyone could talk 
about. Shopkeepers warned customers to buy today because they will be closed tomorrow, the 
drapers shop was doing a brisk trade, blue and white stripped ties on special, barmen at the pub 
had north jumpers on, the local butcher had hung a string of 18 boiled shin bones and blue and 
white streamers outside his shop, no kangaroo fillets on display in 1950, the place was buzzing. 51

North would be led by their captain Les Foote, winner of 3 best and fairest awards in 1945, 49 and 
50. Debuting in 1941 at just 16 years, he only managed two games in 1943 and 44 given his 
service with the RAAF. He could play in the ruck, up forward and defend when required. He was 
renowned for his baulking and dodging skills allowing him to move through spaces hidden to other 
players. He was appointed captain in 1949 and would lead the club until 1951. Best on ground in 
the preliminary to get his team to the Grand Final, looking for that historic first VFL premiership.
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North’s coach was Wally Carter. He had been a brilliant wingman in his playing days from 1929 to 
1940 which were tough years for the club, seven wooden spoons and the highest they finished was 
8th. He won the inaugural Syd Barker medal for best and fairest in 1937. He was the first coach of 
the North Melbourne Under 19 team in 1946, winning the first premiership in that competition. He 
then took the Reserves to back to back premierships in 1947 and 48. He got the top job replacing 
Bob McCaskill in 1949 and took North to the top of the ladder in his second season. An 
extraordinary achievement for a club that had no tradition of success. They lost their two finals in 
1949 but now were in the club’s first ever VFL Grand Final. Carter would eventually coach the club 
for more than 200 games over two stints and was inducted into the North’s Hall of Fame in 2002

Essendon were once again led by their captain coach, triple Brownlow medallist, Dick Reynolds, or 
as he was becoming known this year, King Richard. He had announced his retirement. It would be 
his 319th game in a career that started back in 1933 and he won his first Brownlow in just his 
second season. For all his individual brilliance it was his leadership skills that had brought so much 
success to the club. He was criticised by many for his tendency to leave players in position, even 
when they were being beaten, yet it was that faith in his team members that gave them to 
confidence to succeed more often than not. Perhaps it might have cost a flag in 1947 or 48 but it 
might have been what helped get them there.  Reynolds was a non drinker and non smoker and his 
fitness and capacity to keep moving all day, well past his 35th birthday, had exhausted many 
younger players who had tried to keep up. He knew how to support and manage his players and 
they did their best for him. He wanted to continue on as non playing coach for the next season, if 
the club would let him, now he had one more game to go. Unless it was a draw. 

Jack McMurray Jr umpired the first semi and the prelim. final and was rewarded with his fourth 
Grand Final in three years in his 126th game of a career total 212. Dad, Jack McMurray Sr, umpired 
five grand finals over 304 games. When Jack Jr umpired, his dad and mum would watch most 
games. Jack Sr was often critical of his son’s efforts, if he was making too much of a fuss Mrs 
McMurray would lean over and tell her husband “Shut your trap Jack.” She knew her football and 
the all the rules, so on Sunday mornings she would take her son breakfast in bed and discuss the 
finer points of the game with him. Jack Jr always credited his parents for the support they provided 
him. Which is just as well because no-one else ever seemed to appreciate the umpire. 64

There were more that a few pundits that thought North could build on their 3 point loss in the Semi 
Final and beat Essendon despite the Bombers losing only one game all season, against North in 
Round 6. Essendon had won in Round 17, yet that was only by 8 points. North clearly were the only 
team that could consistently trouble the Bombers. The Herald surveyed 10 captains and they were 
split 6-4 to Essendon, even though the sentimental feeling was for North to win their first Flag.57

North took an unchanged team into the Grand Final. Essendon, who had the benefit of a week off, 
still had injury worries. Talented rover Greg Tate would be amongst the unluckiest players in League 
history. Debuting in 1947, playing six games including the Grand Final against Carlton, lost by just 
one point. A broken finger at the end of the 1948 season60 meant he missed the finals, he played all 
season in 1949 and got a badly bruised thigh in the Preliminary final missing the winning 
premiership against Carlton. Now, after playing every game for the season, it was his ankle keeping 
him out of yet another Grand Final. He would be back in 1951. Bert Harper took his spot, he had 
been at the club since 1943 and, in recent years, struggled to hold a regular spot in the strong 
Essendon side but he had his chance now in the biggest game of the season. There were changes 
on the bench too. Bob Bradley and Fred Payne had warmed the pine in the semi final but they were 
replaced by veteran Ted Leehane, back from a broken collarbone 6 weeks earlier, and Noel 
Allanson. Tough for Bradley who had played much of the season and he would not play for 
Essendon again. Fred Payne had struggled to hold a regular spot this season but he would return 
playing until 1953. The Bombers were taking a bit of a risk, Coleman’s finger was broken, he wore a 
cast again during the week removing it for the game. Centre half forward Bill Snell, who had 
performed so well in his first season, had a bruised leg but the selectors thought he was moving 
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well enough to play. 63

There were more people wanting the limited reserved seats available early in the week at the 
Allan’s music store than tickets available. Even Bob Pratt, that South Melbourne star and possibly 
the best full forward ever, had to line up for hours trying to get a reserved seat and still missed out. 
Not clear if he lined up again to get into the MCG on Saturday.52 The Club Secretaries for North and 
Essendon were both swamped by “old friends” and other allegedly lifetime supporters looking for a 
ticket. Each club was only allocated 20 tickets for officials and just 30 reserved seats they could sell, 
these were allocated long before anyone else asked. North’s secretary Jack Adams had an idea 
well ahead of its time, proposing a section of the outer be reserved for competing club members.56 It 
happens today but many believe not enough seats are available but perhaps its better than queuing 
up for general admission. 

 For the first time ever people started lining up at the MCG on the Friday night.  At Les Foote’s 
hamburger shop on Friday evening, a rumour was heard that hundreds of people were already 
claiming spots at the MCG gates at 7.00pm. One group of North supporters arrived at 9.30 pm, 17 
hours before the gates were due to open and found just one person ahead of them in the queue. It 
wasn’t just footy fans at the MCG overnight, the outside of the ground was covered with painted 
slogans attacking the legislation banning the communist party, PM Robert Menzies and the Korean 
war. They were cleaned off a week later. 54,55

The gates were shut early when the Health department said the ground was full at 12.40, almost 2 
hours before the game was due to start, thousands were left outside, they had left their run too late. 
Even the umpires were stuck outside the ground and had to be escorted in65. Last year Essendon’s 
Jack Jones was stuck outside without his ticket, this year it was Dons ruckman Bob McClure. It took 
some working but the Essendon officials were able to get their man in. Had he left the ticket at 
home or was somebody else getting to see the game?

There was 87,601 officially in the ground, it seemed like there could be many more. There were at 
least three more than the official count. In October the VFL received a letter with a note saying 
“Conscience money” and payment of 9/, the equivalent of 3 admittance charges, possibly a few 
people who snuck in a broken gate before it was secured. Maybe their mother had words when they 
got home.70 

The reserves Grand Final was one of the rare occasions where the teams matched the seniors 
game, North taking on Essendon. The play was interrupted at times with spectators streaming onto 
the ground, lining the boundary line to avoid the crush. At times they spread onto the playing field 
and interfered with the play. It was a hard fought game with Essendon winning by Four Goals.59 
Essendon won the Under 19 premiership by just one point against Carlton at the start of the month 
and now had the Reserves Flag. Could they get all three premierships?

As Essendon entered the field the crowd gave Dick Reynolds a fine ovation but the real cheers 
went out for the sentimental favourites as North ran through their streamers with balloons flying. 
Reynolds won the toss and kicked with the wind, perhaps he was doing just what North Coach 
Wally Lewis wanted. 

Lewis might have wanted the wind in the last quarter but, for the third final in a row, he was 
frustrated by North’s slow start to the game. Once the ball was bounced it was into the Essendon 
forward line and John Coleman had his first goal within less than two minutes. Reynolds had 
another soon after. Some North players started using their fists for more than just punching the ball 
away. Coleman was down on the ground, assisted by trainers for some time. He might have been a 
bit unsettled given he missed two easy shots. Even so, the goals just kept coming, four in a row as 
the Kangaroos seemed to be more intent on playing the man than the ball. 
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It was not likely to put Essendon off their game, they knew what Grand Final football was like, only 
four of their players had not won a premiership, none of the North players had been on the MCG on 
the last Saturday in September. 

It was North’s captain Les Foote who got their first major, settling the nerves for the team helped by 
a quick follow up by centreman Kevin Dynon. There was some feeling in the game, North’s forward 
pocket Tim Rob was on the ground and was struck in the ribs by a boot, belonging to a Essendon 
player. Umpire McMurray tried to maintain control, there were three players reported by quarter time 
At the first break Essendon led 7.3 (45) to North 4.0 (24). 

Now North had the wind but they could not take advantage of it. Both teams were struggling to 
convert. Coleman continued to miss easy shots and North only kicked one goal. Reynolds was 
moving all over the ground, a pivotal influence on the game. Norm McDonald was playing a superb 
game in the Bomber defence. At half time Essendon led by 13 points. 

The wind picked up in the third quarter but the rain began to fall, always a problem with Wal Lewis’ 
plan for having the wind in the last quarter. Reynolds made the call to take Snell out of the game, 
Selectors had worried about his bruised leg but the problem was his fractured cheekbone and 
swelling closing one eye from a blow in the first quarter.  Ted Leehane came on, ironically selected 
on the bench as insurance for Snell’s dodgy leg.

Early in the third quarter Essendon's Bill Hutchinson mis-kick landed with the leading Coleman, who 
marked and kicked a steadying goal. A 20 point lead with the rain falling might have felt like a bigger 
advantage on the field but North were not done yet. A pass to Tim Rob resulted in his second goal 
keeping them in the game. It was slogging, wet weather football then Bill Hutchinson, who had been 
quiet in the first half, started to impose himself on the game. A brilliant left foot snap put Essendon 
19 points in front with about 10 minutes left in the quarter. 

Then, after all the miss kicks and dropped marks North had a clean passage of play, Kevin Dynon 
racing out of the middle passed to Frank Jeeves who found Jock Spencer in the goal square to 
keep the Kangaroos well in touch. Les Foote had moved himself into the backline and was repelling 
attack after attack, looking to keep the Roos close enough for a last quarter finish. Bill Hutchinson 
guided the next forward thrust and Coleman, attacking slippery ball, was pushed in the back. From 
60 years out, a bit further than his normal range, he took aim and got his second goal getting 
Essendon's lead back to 20 points 

In the centre of the ground Essendon's Ron McEwan crashed Les Foote to the ground. The North 
skipper got the free and his long kick found Full Forward Jock Spencer, who kicked his fourth 
behind for the day. Now it was Essendon moving the ball forward with a kick into the goalsquare. 
The struggle between Coleman and Jock McCorkell almost saw Jock take the mark, Essendon’s 
Albert Harper tried to toe poke the ball for a major but the Goal Umpire said it was touched.  

As the Herald’s Alf Brown reported, Essendon were playing better football but North’s defence was 
still hard to pass. However with a 20 point gap, did North’s forwards have one more come back for 
the season left in them?

Les Foote went into the North forward line at the start of the last quarter. It had been a match 
winning move a week earlier. There were plenty in the crowd hoping for the fairy tale finish, the 
underdogs upsetting the favourites. They were going to be disappointed in a last quarter that was 
brutal rather than entertaining. Just after the siren went, Reynolds was punched in the jaw and 
given a free kick. The ball went into the Essendon forward line but no score. 
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The defenders cleared but the ball was soon kicked back into the forward line where Jock McCorkel 
took a good mark and received a late, heavy challenge by Albert Harper. McCorkel had the mark 
and or the free and could have cleared the ball. However, he spun round with a haymaker to 
Harper’s jaw. He hit the ground, the umpire blew his whistle, reversed the decision and reported 
McCorkel. Once Harper got vertical, he lined up the goals and kicked straight to put Essendon 26 
points up. Essendon pushed forward again and although Coleman dropped the mark he soccered it 
through for the sealer. North seemed to lose the plot, Ron McEwin was laid out with another punch 
and Ted Leehane knocked over by a vicious charge. It was an ugly end to a very tough game. 

Essendon were the best team all season and won the game by 38 points 13.14 (92) to North 7.12 
(54). 

Norm McDonald had been brilliant in the Bombers backline. Reynolds had been one of the best on 
ground in his farewell match. After the siren went he was hugged by his great mate Bill Hutchinson, 
they had played so many games together and this was a perfect way to end the partnership. 
Reynolds was carried shoulder high from the ground. Coleman had kicked 4 goals to finish on 120 
in just his second season. 

The Bombers had back to back flags for the first time since 1923-24, matching their 1911-12 effort. 
They lost just one game all season. The club were the first to be premiers in the Under 19’s, 
Reserves and Seniors. Between the three teams they only lost three games all season. A truly 
dominant performance at the half way mark of the 20th Century. 66,67,68,69,70

There is a wonderful film of the grand final taken by Essendon Committeeman Ted Waterford53. 
Following up his 1949 effort, using multiple cameras, colour film and adding commentary by future 
World of Sport icon Doug Elliot. I think its the earliest footage you can really watch and follow the 
game, much better than the short, newsreel montages of earlier games. Waterford’s film was in hot 
demand, not just at Essendon as people who were not at the ground wanted a real view of the 
game. It’s on the Rhettrospective channel on YouTube, I will put a link in the episode notes at 
grandfinalhistory.au

On the Monday after the game the Herald published a WEG cartoon with Reynolds leading his 
team, wearing a crown as the King Richard, the nick name had taken off this season. William Ellis 
Green, known by all as WEG, had grown up next door neighbours with Reynolds in Aberfeldie. 
They used to kick a footy as kids. Both would both make their mark on Grand Final day,  Reynolds 
with his premierships at Essendon and WEG’s famous posters of the wining team sold after the 
game. They started in 1954 and kept going until his death in 2008 with the tradition continued by 
Mark Knight5

Let’s leave King Richard and the Essendon Football club to their well deserved celebrations for 
1950. We will be back next time to look at season 1951 which will include one of the sensations of 
the century on the eve of the finals and a surprising winner of the wooden spoon that would have 
some long term consequences for a famous club. Before we get to that there will be a special 
supplementary episode on Jock McHale to recognise that legend of League football. 

If you have enjoyed Grand Final History please leave a review wherever you get your pod cast 
from. The more goals we kick the easier it is for others to find the podcast. 

If you have questions or want to leave feedback please email me at info@grandfinalhistory.au or 
check out the grandfinalhistory.au website or Facebook and twitter for more grand final history.
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Add to Episode Notes

Wonderful film of the grand final taken by Essendon Committeeman Ted Waterford
WEG cartoon in herald with Reynolds wearing a crown as the King Richard nick name 
Brisbane Carnival Photos
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