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Hello and welcome to Grand Final history, in this episode we go back to 1951 the 54th season of
VFL. A year when the League joined in the celebrations for the 50" anniversary of Australian
Federation yet, a season better remembered for one of the biggest pre-finals controversies in the
entire history of the V/AFL.

For now let’s have a look at what was going in in 1951, the stories and events getting the attention
of players and supporters, after they got through the sports section of their newspapers. Then we
will get to the preseason preparation, how the season unfolded and the drama of the 1951 Finals

The Jubilee of Federation and Victoria celebrating its Centenary meant there were parades and
events all across the State and the country. 150,000 people thronged to New Year celebrations in
Melbourne, with a 100 gun salute at midnight getting everyone's attention. Navy ships visited
different ports around the country and there was even a “Commonwealth Jubilee Big Game Fishing
Championship”, which is one way to celebrate a country’s 50" Anniversary.

Politicians gathered at the Exhibition Buildings on the 9th of May to recreate the opening of the first
Parliament. It had been a tough 50 years, Federation came just after the 1890’s Depression, then
WWI, the 1930’s Depression and WWII, not long finished. Yet the mood was optimistic, looking
forward with the country growing, new immigrants arriving and a hopes for a better future."

That future, was not supposed to include a Communist Party in Australia. However, in March, the
High Court ruled legislation to ban the Communist Party was not constitutional. The Menzies
Government called a referendum to change the Constitution to ban Communism, which was
opposed by the ALP and some members of the Liberal Party. They did not support the Communists
but saw the change in the constitution as an over reach that would impact civil liberties and have
unintended consequences, far beyond the Communist Party. Opinion polls were initially highly in
favour but the referendum, held on the 22™ of September also Preliminary Final day, was narrowly
lost with 50.6% of Australians voting no.

April 1951 saw the introduction of National Service, enabling the conscription 18 year old men.
Many VFL footballer were conscripted from the 1951 season onwards. It's worth noting, these 18
year old’s being conscripted, could drink in a pub but they could not vote until they were 21.

Politics in 1951 also included a federal election which was won by the Liberal Country Party
coalition. They lost 5 seats yet they still had a comfortable majority. People were still dealing with
housing shortages and a spike in inflation that reached 24% in December, driven by a boom in
demand for wool and other produce required for the Korean war.® Regardless of the cause that
level of inflation would hurt. Footballers would get a pay increase to £5 per match and Home and
Away admission and finals ticket prices went up.

In international news, The Korean war continued throughout the year with 3-4,0000 Australians
serving alongside American forces and troops from many other countries fighting North Korean and
Chinese forces. Elsewhere in Asia the French were fighting the Communist Viet Minh in the north of
Vietnam. That would not end well for the French.
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Given the tensions in the region, Australia wanted to lock the US into a security agreement, fearing
that America would focus on Europe and NATO at the expense of the Pacific region. The ANZUS
Treaty was signed in September. It was Australia’s first treaty that did not involve Britain, another
step to actual independence from the UK while still remaining a member of the Commonwealth. And
another step to a decades long engagement with the US and it's military engagements.?

Away from Asia and looking at the Middle East, 1951 was a big year in Iran. Dr Mohamed
Mossedegh became Prime Minister and his government would lead the nationalisation of their oil
Industry which had been owned and operated by Britain, via a company now called BP. Iran’s
nationalisation led led to a British naval blockade of Iran and a series of economic sanctions. Which
all seems very familiar more than 70 years later.

Technological innovation was accelerating in the post war years and 1951 saw the announcement
of a revolution in football boots with rubber soles and stops in two sizes. Lighter than the traditional
leather stops, held in by nails and waterproof too. Stops could not come out and the softer rubber
would eliminate foot soreness.?’ It was the dawning of a new age for the humble footy boot yet, it
would be a while before everyone changed from leather stops to rubber soled boots.

We have discussed the introduction of many food items on this Podcast and 1951 saw the
introduction of the iconic Chiko rolls made by the McEncroe family in Bendigo. Despite the name it
was only ever made with beef and/or mutton, never any chicken. It was a Richmond home game
that provided the inspiration. On his way into the Punt Rd oval Frank McEncroe saw Chinese spring
rolls being sold outside Richmond's home ground. He thought they were a bit too flimsy and saw an
opportunity for a snack that could be eaten at the footy with one hand, leaving the other hand free
for a cold beer. While modern stadiums now sell Sushi Rolls, plenty of supporters have kept warm
over many seasons with a piping hot Chiko Roll, first sold in 1951.8

Collingwood had published a book with the glorious title of “Collingwood Football Club, 1892-1948.
Story of "The Magpies" -- most famous club in Australian football history”, written by Percy Taylor a
year or two before 1951 and one young boy could not wait to get his copy. 15 year old Max
McAlister had been saving up his pennies and once he had 10/ he headed directly to Victoria Park.
Club Secretary Gordon Carlyon was so impressed by the boy’s enthusiasm that, after counting out
all the coppers, he handed the money back and young Max got a free copy signed by Bob Rose
and Jack Hamilton. Such a passion for football history is to be commended. *

Let’s look at the footy now.

As mentioned inflation was on the way up in 1951 raising expenses for football clubs and the
League, so membership tickets and admission prices all went up. The outer went from 1/ 3p to 2/
which is about $5.50 in today’s money so still cheap compared to modern admission prices. ° There
were the inevitable letters to the press complaining about the increase and the impact on families
and pensioners etc. League Secretary Like McBrien was having none of it, after pointing out where
the money went, the number of volunteers at clubs that allowed them to operate, the relatively low
pay for coaches and the higher cost of other entertainment options he finished up by saying “If a
good game of football is not worth 2/ then Australians should look for a new national game.”'® You
will see the same arguments every time the League increases prices in any decade.

In March Footscray were pleased to pick up two new recruits, Ted Whitten, the future Mr Football,
and Peter Box, a future Brownlow medallist. A handy pair. Ted Whitten had a very good 1950
season before arriving at Footscray. On Saturdays he played for Braybrook in the Footscray District
League and on Sundays he played for Collingwood Amateurs in the Sunday League. The things
you can do when your young and talented. At the end of the 1950 season he collected four Best
and Fairest Awards. Braybrook’s, the Footscray District League’s, Collingwood Amateur's and the
Sunday League’s. He might be able to play this kid. Collingwood was obviously interested, and he
did some training at Victoria Park but the Bulldogs were never going to clear him™
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South Melbourne’s secretary went out to Spotswood looking to sign up a young Bill Gunn. He pulled
over to ask a kid if he knew where Bill lived and the youngster jumped in the car to show the way.
When Bill Gunn was asked to sign up for South Melbourne he said, “If my mate over there signs,
I’'m in” That's how Fred Goldsmith went to South where he would win a Brownlow medal. Bill Gunn
would captain the club and both are in the Swan’s Hall of Fame, a useful afternoon of recruiting.

Ironically, Fred Goldsmith’s next door neighbour, in Altona, was Footscray’s new captain coach
Charlie Sutton. Altona was a new suburb and not yet zoned to any club. '?In other recruiting News
Harvey Dunn went to his Dad’s old club Carlton rather than North Melbourne, the first player to be
cleared under the Father Son rule passed in 1950.

One of the new recruits at Hawthorn was a young Pat Cash. He would play 58 games across five
seasons, yet, is perhaps better known as the father of 1987 Wimbledon champion Pat Cash

There was always plenty of recruits but reigning premiers Essendon were losing a number of
players from their back to back premiership team. Dick Reynolds was now a non playing coach, Ted
Leehane was off to coach Mansfield. Then just before the season started their gun Centre Half
Forward Bill Snell, who had played so well in his first season in 1950, suffered a terrible injury. He
was concussed in a practice game and went home saying he just had a headache but later
collapsed and was rushed to hospital where he underwent two emergency brain operations. He was
advised not to play football for the entire season. Without Leehane or Snell or Reynolds resting up
front, the Bombers forward line was going to look very different in 1951."

While there were many youngsters who would make their debut this season, we should note one
legend, whose name will forever be part of the game and, possibly, forever part of every Grand
Final's pre-game entertainment. In 1951 Roy Cazaly played his last game of senior football. He
made his debut for St Kilda in 1911 as an 18 year old before ending his VFL career at South
Melbourne in 1927. He then played and coached at many clubs in Victoria and Tasmania. In 1951
he was the non playing coach for Newtown in Tasmania.

In August there was a fund raising day with a curtain raiser celebrating past players, with two 30
minute halves. Obviously the most famous past player Roy Cazaly, now aged 58, played in that
game. Then, given some of Newtown’s players were unavailable after playing a regular season
game the day before, Cazaly lined up in the main game, playing all four quarters, kicking a goal and
assisting his son in law to kick 3 himself. If that wasn’t enough, at the start of September, he played
a charity game in Melbourne, at his old stomping ground, the Junction Oval. | do hope the
spectators were yelling Up there Cazaly. "™ It was the end of his coaching career too, Newtown
winning the premiership and Cazaly bowing out of footy.

Footy was more popular than ever and there was huge support for all VFL clubs, but there were
questions being asked about how the game was being run. In April, former Melbourne player and
now Age journalist Percy Beames declared the League needed to be run by an independent board
of management, to address the unavoidable conflict of interest that club delegates had between
their League responsibilities versus club responsibilities. League Secretary Like McBrien echoed
the call for a Board of Management in May saying football was now such a huge undertaking that it
was rapidly becoming unmanageable.?® Calls for an independent board of management had been
raised many times over the decades but nothing would happen for more than 30 years until the VFL
Commission was finally established in 1984.

Percy Beames also called for an Appeals Board for player transfers, noting this had been called for
as far back as 1923. "That too would take decades to happen.
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Many people today still object to changes to the game’s traditions, but | think its interesting to see
how calls for change and modernisation of the game were happening as far back as the early
1950’s.

Back to 1951 and there were only two new coaches this season.

Footscray were looking for a new coach when Arthur Oliver retired at the end of 1950. He moved to
Tasmania to play for New Norfolk and ended up as senior coach with perhaps some of the
improved pay packet that had originally been offered to Ron Clegg who South refused to clear.
444546 Back Pocket Charlie Sutton was appointed captain coach. Recruited from Braybrook in 1942
he was a tough, nuggety footballer who embodied the club's fighting spirit. He played as a rover and
half-forward, but it was as a back pocket player that he made his name. In 1950, he finished equal
third in the Brownlow Medal count and won the Con Weickhardt Trophy (as it was then known) as
the Bulldogs' best and fairest player that season. That award is now named in his honour. His aim

for the coming season was to mould the Bulldogs into a team of battlers as tenacious as himself.
21,22

St Kilda advertised their coaching position after the 1950 season and Fred Froud did not apply,
three seasons must have been enough for him. The new Coach Fred Green had played with
Essendon from 1939 to 46 with wartime Naval service interrupting much of his career. He crossed
to St Kilda in 1947. His plan for the new season was to concentrate on physical fitness, believing
most matches were won in the last quarter where fithess counted. He was aiming for the top 4 and
said he would be a mighty happy man if he could bring home the Saints first premiership. He was
serious about fitness and managing injuries, putting his players through 30 minutes of loosening up
exercises each night at training before they went on to the ground. Quite a change from old style
VFL training habits.?*?

One innovation for 1951 was the McClelland Trophy which was to be awarded to the club with the
most success across their firsts. Reserves and Under 19 team. Each round 5 points for a win in the
firsts, three for the reserves and one for the Under 19s. *'

The Sporting Life Magazine had been naming “Teams of the Year’ since 1947 but | have forgotten
to mention it in previous episodes. Not yet the official “All Australian” sides which began at the 1953
Carnival in Adelaide but the best available option at the time. The 1951 Sporting Life Team of the
Year included players from South Australia; WA and John Whelan from the VFA. | will put a link in
the show notes

The Season

The Under 19 competition had been running since 1946 yet 1951 was the first time that all 12 clubs
were represented. Collingwood finally joining the party. As in previous years it was the Under 19s
providing the curtain raiser to the home and away games while the reserves played at the same
time as the seniors, on the opposite ground.

The 1951 season opened on Saturday 21 April in front of 131,000 supporters. In the match of the
day, Essendon’s premiership flag was unfurled by State Governor, Sir Dallas Brooks, at Windy Hill
followed by a ceremony to mark the renaming of the main Grand Stand in honour of Dick
Reynolds.?® The Bombers they went on a rampage in the third quarter, kicking 9 goals, but then
stopped as the Demons came charging back in the last stanza. It was a mighty effort, yet the gap
was too large and Essendon held on by 10 points. If the Demons had kicked a bit straighter than 5.
8 they might have got over the line. 1950 runners up North Melbourne travelled to Victoria park,
knowing they won at that hoodoo ground for the first time in 1950, but the nightmare returned. The
Magpies thrashing North by 93 points, in a completely unexpected result. Perhaps Collingwood had
put all the turmoil of 1950 behind them while the Kangaroos were given a shock at the start of the
season, being runners up in 1950 meant little in 1951.
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Geelong were the other finalists in 1950 and they started well with a comfortable 54 point win over
South. Carlton were too strong for Hawthorn and Fitzroy easily beat St Kilda with the closest match
at Punt Rd where Richmond'’s 5 goal last quarter left them just one point behind Footscray who
kicked a goal off the ground just moments before the siren blew. This was Ted Whitten’s first game,
he acquitted himself well against Tiger’s hard man Mopsy Fraser. Too well perhaps for the veteran
who was not happy about this youngster showing him up. Just before three quarter time Mopsy took
Whitten out with the hardest shirtfront Whitten had ever felt. He flew up into the air and landed, not
moving, knocked out cold. The crowd was hushed for a moment before a disturbance down near
the goals. Ted’s dad had jumped the fence and was trying to wrench the point post out of the
ground to take Mopsy down. A policeman suggested he get back into the crowd. True Story, at least
the way Ted told it in his biography. It might have happened. Ted woke up in the change rooms but
was well enough to join the team’s celebrations of their first up win. He even got into the best
players in a number of match reports.

Round 3 saw Hawthorn break a 22 match losing streak when they beat St Kilda and finally reached
their 100™ win in the VFL. It was their second worst losing streak, behind the 27 games from the
1927 season into the 1929 season. The Hawks still had plenty of tough times ahead of them but
they would never lose so many games in a row again, they were now making some progress.

Between Round 3 and 4 was a special public holiday on the 9" of May to commemorate the 50"
Anniversary of the opening of the first Australian Parliament. The League joined in the celebrations
by running a special lightning premiership on the MCG, with 11 knockout games played in two 10
minute halves. Two lightning premierships were played during the war to raise patriotic funds, the
first won by St Kilda, their first and only “premiership” to this point and the second by Collingwood
but neither event generated a huge crowd. As much as Melbournians loved their footy they really
wanted to watch premiership matches, not exhibition games. Six club captains missed the lighting
premiership games. Clubs used the event to give game time to younger players. 10 years after they
had played in the 1941 Lighting premiership final it was once again Collingwood and Melbourne
who battled it out with an extra time golden point giving Collingwood the title, just as they had done
a decade earlier. 26,000 people turned up and £2,000 was raised for the Women’s Hospital
appeal.®

There was a bye between Rounds Five and Six for the interstate game against South Australia at
the MCG. Some supporters wanted Interstate games moved to the end of the season, if played at
all, frustrated at the interruption to the all important premiership matches. While there is now some
nostalgia for State of Origin games there is a long history Victorian supporters not really engaging
with representative games.*' On a sodden, muddy ground the Vics played the conditions better to
win by 8 points. 33,000 people went, compared to an average weekly attendance of 115,000 at 6
club games.

The completion of Round Six meant the season was one third complete. Many clubs felt they were
a chance for finals, while only one finalist from 1950 was still in the four. Richmond and Fitzroy were
on top with five wins followed by Collingwood, Geelong and Footscray on four wins. Reigning
premiers Essendon were sixth on just three wins, feeling the loss of players to injuries and the
absence of their on field leader Dick Reynolds. There had been talk of him making a comeback but
the club denied the rumours. Carlton, St Kilda, North Melbourne and Hawthorn were all on two
wins. North had played in the 1950 Grand Final, topped the ladder in 1949 but were now just 9™,
unable to show the form of the previous two seasons. But with the mix of upsets and even spread of
the ladder they could still consider themselves a chance, if they started winning. Melbourne who
had played in the first semi final were now last, with just one win. They were really struggling.

Things got worse for Essendon when they lost to Carlton in Round 7 which was their fourth loss in a
row. Before this lean trot, they had won 32 of 33 games.
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When Richmond defeated Melbourne at the MCG during Round 7, their home ground, Punt Rd,
was hosting a soccer match between England and Australia, with 30,000 spectators attending. The
England team were touring Australia for a series of five test matches against Australia as part of the
Federation Jubilee celebrations. England won 6-1 which is a thrashing, but worse was to come in
Sydney, where Australia suffered a 17-0 loss. It was part timers playing professionals from the
home of soccer, so really, not too much of a surprise *

In Round 9 Norm Smith demonstrated his ability to lift players with a half time address when Fitzroy
came back from 5 goals down against South for a nail biting draw. They might have won if not for
1949 Brownlow medallist Ron Smokey Glegg who took 27 or perhaps as many as 32 marks in what
would be known as Clegg’s match. A worthy successor to the 1926 Duncan’s Match where Carlton’s
Alec Duncan took 33 marks against Collingwood. Since the introduction of standardised Champion
Data stats for AFL games, the record for most marks is just 24 by Brian Lake in 2007. So, 33 marks
by Ron Clegg and a draw would have been a memorable game. *

While Smokey Glegg was dragging down the marks at the Brunswick Street oval Umpire Harry
Beitzel was giving Essendon’s John Coleman some harsh but perhaps helpful advice in a game
against North at Arden Street. Coleman was paired with North hard man Jock McCorkell with Jock
playing from behind. Each time Coleman took a mark, Jock would belt him in the head. After the
third or fourth time, Coleman threw the ball into the ground and snarled at Beitzel, demanding he do
something about it. Beitzel gave the ball back to Coleman and said, loud and clear, with McCorkell
listening in, “Well John if you don’t take the mark, | would give you the free, but you keep marking
them. Now Jock is going to keep playing you from behind, he’s going to continue to accidentally hit
you on the head rather than the ball. Why don’t you use your brains and next time the ball comes
down, play Jock from behind and accidentally knock his head, but knock it a lot harder than he’s
been hitting you’.

All the while Jock is standing on the mark, listening in to this conversation. Beitzel went on turning
to Jock "Now Jock, you don’t mind if he comes up behind you, it'll only be once.”

Harry then turned back to Coleman and said “Jock’s not saying anything John, there’s your answer.
Just put it through this time. Next time it comes down knock his head off. | think that’ll sort things
out.””

Next time he ball went into the forward line, Coleman took a swing at McCorkell’'s head, missed and
that was the end of the head knocks between the two players at least for that game.*

| don’t think umpires would say that to players these days, but it was one way to sort out a
dangerous situation.

Round 10 was split over 2 weekends while the Victorian team to travel to Perth for two games
against Western Australia, followed by a game against South Australia on their way back.. The Vic’s
beat WA easily in the first game on the Saturday, the margin was 43 points, the result clear from
early in the game.

It came at a high price for Collingwood, their captain, Gordon Hocking, breaking his leg in a terrible
injury. Doctors said he would never play again, however he did return the following season for four
more games to claim his 15" season with the Magpies. A career cut short, justifying the worst fears
clubs had when players represented their State. Hawthorn’s Kevin Curran took over as captain for
the second game in Perth on the Tuesday. The Vic’'s won by 38 points. The team then flew to South
Australia for a game on the following Saturday. In a closely fought match the South Australians
prevailed by one goal. Perhaps the travel and three games in 8 days taking a toll on the Victorians
or maybe the South Australians better on the day.
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Round 12 meant the season was two thirds complete and the ladder was very different to those
early weeks of the season. Geelong was clear on top with 10 wins, making a real statement of their
improving fortunes. Fitzroy were second, eagerly planning on a return to finals with eight wins and a
draw. Collingwood and Essendon followed, on eight wins, completing the top four. Essendon’s had
won five games in a row since round seven, reversing their early season woes.

Carlton and Footscray were fifth and sixth just one game behind on seven wins with Richmond
dropping down the ladder on six wins. Tiger Players, Officials and Supporters were bemused. After
losing the first game they had won six in a row, they were on top of the ladder after Round Seven,
then they had lost the next five games in a row. Something was not working. They were not
completely out of finals contention but needing to change their form and hope a few other games
went their way.

South were eighth on five wins and a draw, North were 9" on five wins, their finals hopes gone and
Hawthorn were tenth but four wins was a significant improvement for the Glenferrie team. St Kilda

were 11" with just two wins and Melbourne were last with just one win, supporters were not happy

and venting their disappointment at second year coach Alan La Fontain.

Coming into Round 14, Essendon had recovered from their early season doldrums to be equal
second on the ladder behind Collingwood on percentage. While they were not the all dominant
team of 1950 they had won their last six games in a row. Now their Centre Half Forward Bill Snell
was returning to the team. After that awful preseason head injury he had two brain operations and
all expectations were that he would be out for the season or perhaps never play again. However,
his recovery had been better than expected and he had the all clear to play again.* Coleman would
be glad of the support down forward.

The race for finals had narrowed to five teams on the eve of Round 16 with three games to play.
Geelong and Collingwood looked safe in first or second spot, it was just a question of which team
would go where. Fitzroy, Essendon and Footscray were battling for the First Semi Final berth.
Fitzroy were half a game ahead of Essendon and Footscray were fifth, a game behind the
Bombers. The Bulldogs has a big win over St Kilda giving their percentage a handy boost.
Meanwhile, Essendon hosted Ladder Leader Geelong, in what was expected to be the match of the
day which turned into a thumping win for the Bombers. At Princess park a tight second half looked
like a last second loss to Fitzroy when Carlton Ruck Bill Milroy kicked a goal just after the siren
sounded but the umpire had signalled time. So close for the Blues but no score.®® It was a draw,
Fitzroy’s second for the season and it was not good for Fitzroy's finals hopes. Essendon was now
third and Fitzroy were fourth, level on points with the Bombers but with a big percentage gap. Just
outside the Four and game behind was Footscray. Essendon and Fitzroy had to keep winning to be
sure of finals, there were two rounds to go and they were about the play each other in Round 17

Footscray held off an improving Hawthorn to get the win they needed and Essendon led all day for
a comfortable win over Fitzroy. The Norm Smith coached team from Brunswick Street Oval had
been in the four every week since the start of the season, but now, with one week to go, they sat
fifth. They had to beat North, the Bulldogs had to lose against eighth placed South Melbourne and
there needed to be some magic with the percentage. The Maroons were no longer in control of their
own destiny.

It all unravelled in Round 18. Footscray won easily and Fitzroy lost by 20 points to North, yet
another season without a finals appearance. This time more frustrating than most.

Essendon was playing Carlton in R18. They were no realistic chance of moving up to second nor
could the drop out of the final four. It was just one last game to get through before the finals started.
Still, 27,000 turned up, the two clubs had had a bit of a rivalry and Coleman was always an
attraction, even if he had only licked 68 goals so far this season.
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Harry Caspar joined the Blues in 1950 playing every game in his first two seasons, well regarded
for being able to manage the opposition’s resting ruckman and support Ollie Greave at full back. He
was troubled by injuries in 1953 and his career tapered off, but still, 58 games in the VFL is more
than most of us could ever aspire to. Harry might have just been one of many journey men who
played at the highest level without ever becoming a household name, except he will always be
remembered, perhaps by Essendon supporters more than most.®’

Harry was playing on John Coleman in that Round 18 game at Princess Park and he niggled
Coleman from the start of the first quarter. It was a fractious game, with a number of clashes around
the ground. After a Carlton goal took them to a 15 point lead in the second corner Umpire Barbour
had to hold off a centre bounce as a melee of 18 players wrestled after the latest incident. Late in
the second quarter the ball was on the wing, 60 metres away from Coleman and Caspar when a
moment in football history unfolded.

Caspar belted Coleman in the chest and then punched him across the top of the eye. Coleman
retaliated, hitting Caspar with a hook to the head. The whole incident clearly seen by the boundary
umpire Herb Kent and Goal Umpire Roy Allan who reported both players. Essendon’s Ron McEwin
ran in to separate Coleman and Caspar with the siren bringing a welcome break to affairs with
Carlton 20 points up.

As the Essendon players walked up the Race to the visitors rooms a Carlton supporter spat through
the mesh hitting Coleman. As Geoff Leek recalled later “He just went berserk as you can imagine. It
wasn'’t a nice act and he wasn't in the best of minds at the time. He lashed out at the face that was
spitting at him through the wire and cut his fist on the cyclone wire.”

When the players finally got into the rooms, Coleman took of his jumper, threw it on the ground and
said “Look I'm not going out and playing with those mongrels again. I'm not gonna put up with that.”

Coleman was distraught, it was the final straw, the culmination of three years of being belted and
bashed by defenders who wanted to curb his brilliance. It was too much, bugger it, he wanted to go
home. Reynolds sat next to him and spoke quietly, talking though the implications, giving the
opposition what they wanted, being called a squib.

Coleman took a breath, put his jumper back back on, went out and used his anger to put on a show.
Leaping over packs, taking marks and kicking goals. All the time copping more and more abuse
from the crowd, almost hit by a bottle hurled by a supporter. Essendon won by 44 points, Coleman
kicked seven goals. When the final siren went he was shepherded off the ground by Essendon
trainers under an avalanche of orange peel and papers.

Both players had to show up to the tribunal on the following Tuesday. 80 people were outside on the
steps of Harrison House growing to over 200 by the end of the night. They could have waited for the
news on the radio but they wanted to be there for their hero John Coleman, it was mainly women
with 20 or more 16-17 year old bobby soxers. Coleman was the celebrity and he was on trial that
night. You just had to be there.

Caspar’s case was up first, he pleaded not guilty telling the tribunal he walked over to Coleman to
remonstrate about a prior incident. Tellingly he then said “/ would rather not mention the incident
that caused me to approach Coleman” Caspar then claimed he pushed Coleman and Coleman
pushed him and there were no clenched fists. The evidence from the Boundary and Goal umpires
was more specific about the punches thrown and Caspar was suspended for 4 weeks.
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Coleman told the Tribunal he had been punched by Caspar and did not recall hitting him until he felt
a pain in his hand. Players advocate Dan Minogue pleaded for leniency, acknowledging provocation
was not an excuse, but under British Law or League Rules there was nothing to stop a man
defending himself.

The Tribunal deliberated for 12 minutes and returned a verdict. Guilty, suspended for four weeks.
Coleman was out of the finals. There was an uproar, people yelled, a group of Collingwood
supporters cheered. Coleman was devastated, sitting in silence with his head in his hands not
moving for 20 minutes. He told Kevin Hogan “/ don’t think | want to play football again.”

Eventually, assisted by Essendon committeeman Ted Waterford they attempted to leave the
building and reach Ted'’s car. As soon as they stepped outside it was chaos. Coleman, pale at the
best of times, was drained, tearful and bereft and they had 30 metres to get through a screaming
crowd as flashbulbs flared and the mob screamed, swayed and pushed. In all the bedlam Coleman
fell and hit his head on a power control box before they made it to Waterford’s car and drove back
to his place.

Coleman felt he had let his team mates down and that’ what hurt the most.

Meanwhile in the main Geelong Cinema, while the Western movie Branded was showing, the
audience burst into cheers and with applause and whistles when the projectionist superimposed the
breaking news about Coleman’s suspension over Allan Ladd’s gun fighting technicolor action. With
Coleman out of the finals Geelong’s premiership chances were looking even better.

Any suspension for Coleman on the eve of the finals was always going to be big news. What made
it an even bigger story was the length of the suspension. Some felt there was an unofficial policy, or
expectation, that the player retaliating would get a shorter sentence. The following day Coleman
told Alf Brown he was expecting a two week penalty. Essendon’s Delegate Ray Brew said the same
to the Age. Four weeks meant more to Coleman because he would miss the finals. There was no
option for an appeal, Coleman was out for four weeks and that was it. In 1973 Alf Brown recalled a
conversation with the head of the tribunal, Tom Hammond, who agreed they got the penalty wrong.
Not that it made any difference in 1951.

What about Harry Caspar? There were rumours over the years that he had been bribed or given a
new car by gamblers or Geelong or Collingwood supporters to set up Coleman and get him
reported but he dismissed those accusations out of hand. Although years later when on a cruise to
New Zealand a pair of Geelong supporters shouted him drinks all the way across the Tasman.

That’s how history has mostly remembered 1951’s last round, and its aftermath. A Carlton hard man
getting under Coleman’s skin, and his retaliation, after three season’s of being belted. With,
perhaps, a too heavy penalty keeping him out of the finals.

But was there something else going on? Coleman biographer Doug Ackerly uncovered another
possible motivation for Caspar belting Coleman that started back in May at that Lighting
Premiership to celebrate Federation. Carlton were eliminated early and Caspar, like many young
men, spent the day watching the footy and drinking plenty of beers. He later drove his car in Carlton
on a rainy night and collided with a 41 year old store-man who had darted out onto the road. The
pedestrian, who had also been on the beers during the day, died at the scene. Caspar was taken to
the police station and while a blood test was taken, he was not charged. At the inquest Caspar was
given the all clear as far as drunk driving was concerned despite his blood test showing a reading of
0.212, over four times the legal limit today. The death of the store-man was put down to
misadventure and that was the end of the legal issues for Harry.

90f20 Episode 55 1951 Hello Mr Football.odt 09/07/26



Doug Ackerly found some evidence that during that spiteful Round 18 game Coleman was calling
Harry Caspar “killer”. It was this repeated jibe that Harry was referring to when he told the tribunal “I
would rather not mention the incident that caused me to approach Coleman”.

Its conjecture and hearsay and impossible to say if Coleman was using a verbal barb to put Caspar
of his game or whether Harry was just being physical with the champion forward and perhaps they
were niggling each other. The only thing that is clear is that Round 18 game and the pairing of Harry
Caspar and John Coleman will never be forgotten.*349%

So after the Coleman saga, what did the ladder look at the end of the home and away season.

Geelong were on top of the ladder for the first time since 1937 with 14 wins, ahead of Collingwood
also on 14 wins. Essendon was third on 13 wins. Footscray fourth on 12 wins. Fitzroy had yet
another Almost Us award, they had been in the four nearly every week but the end of season slump
cost them. They had 10 wins and two draws, which could have been 12 wins with a bit more luck or
10 wins and no draws, depending on your perspective. Richmond finished sixth. Carlton were
seventh with eight wins and a draw and South were eighth, also on eight wins and a draw. North
Melbourne had spent a couple of season in finals but now were ninth on seven wins. St Kilda, tenth
with five wins which is a bit of an improvement for them. Hawthorn were 11", not getting a wooden
spoon and winning four games was much better than their previous season but still a tough year for
supporters. Melbourne had plummeted from finals to last. A wooden spoon was not going to help
coach Allan la Fontain keep his job. We will deal with that next episode.

The Brownlow medal votes were counted the Wednesday after that dramatic tribunal hearing on the
Tuesday, it was a busy week at Harrison House. Geelong’s Bernie Smith won the coveted award,
three votes ahead of former winner South Melbourne’s Ron Smokey Clegg. Smith was part of the
new attacking style that Geelong introduced, fast, balanced and able to use his speed to turn
defence into attack. He was in his fourth season since transferring from Wet Adelaide, in a career
that would be recognised with selection as back pocket in the AFL and Geelong Teams of the
Century. It had been a good day for Bernie, he bought a new house in Geelong and that night he
got the news from Club president that he was the winner of the Brownlow. His next aim was to win
the premiership with Geelong. Before that he was also off to visit Cargie Greeves, the Geelong
player who won the first Brownlow in 1924, who was now in poor health. Smith was the first
Geelong player since Cargie to win the sought after award >3

Before we get into the VFL finals | want to do a little shout out to the Lake Boga Football Club of
1951.It's a drama with twists, turns, grudges and surprises. Lake Boga appointed former Essendon
player Ray Finn as their captain coach for the 1951 season, he had been the captain coach at
Tooleybuc in 1950. As the Mid Murray League season was coming to an end Lake Boga was well
clear on top of the ladder looking forward to finals. Then there was an infamous game against
Tooleybuc, perhaps not happy at the loss of their captain coach. After several clashes and when an
all in brawl was imminent, their president directed the team to walk off the ground. They knew the
game was forfeited but they wanted to be ready for the finals. The League then took all season
premiership points off Lake Boga and instead of finals they were on the bottom of the ladder.*
There were appeals to the League, Supreme Court cases and the appeals board of the country
football league. Lake Boga were out, in, and out again. The semi finals started with Nyah playing
instead of Lake Boga and then finals were postponed. Nyah's semi final was written off, Lake Boga
was eventually allowed to play finals. They lost their semi, won the preliminary and then beat
Lalbert by four goals to win the premiership in a very unusual season. It would make a great movie*?
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Finals prices were up again in 1951. The increase had to be approved by the MCG Trustees and it
was not a unanimous decision. The Leader of the Labour party, John Cain Sr. was a Trustee and he
was opposed and called for a government examination of the league’s finances and justification of
the increase. In a few more decades the League would be battling with Mr Cain’s son who became
State Premier and vehemently opposed the League’s plans to move the Grand final to Waverley.
That's for a future episode and in 1951 this John Cain could not stop the VFL getting their way. *’

Essendon had been campaigning for Wives, mothers or Girlfriends to get reserved seats for finals
games. They had been getting general admittance tickets but that meant they had to leave home at
9.00am to get a decent seat in the MCG Outer. Now you might think that Essendon players were
doing this as a mark of respect for their mothers or partners but the report in the Herald did note
that with the wives leaving home early to get their seats the Essendon players had to prepare their
own lunch before they hurried off to the MCG. Maybe the fear of entering the kitchen was the
driving force in the claim for reserved seats for their dearly beloved. *°

With the suspension of Coleman there was talk of Reynolds returning to the playing field for the
First Semi Final against Footscray. Essendon Secretary Bill Cookson quashed the rumours saying
he knew nothing about it and neither the selectors nor the committee had discussed it.” Cookson
pointed out that as non playing coach, Reynolds could not play without the Committee’s approval
and they had plenty of experienced reserves.* So that should end any thoughts of Reynolds taking
to the field.

This was Footscray’s sixth attempt at finals but they were yet to win a game in September and 12 of
their team had never played a final. Their opponents Essendon were back to back premiers playing
in their eleventh finals campaign in the last 12 years.

66,135 people were at the first Semi final, the higher price did not seem a stopper. One person who
had trouble getting to the game was Footscray’s recruit Ted Whitten. He had been called up for
National Service and reported to Puckerpunyal on August 13. Despite repeated requests and the
best efforts of Footscray officials, using every contact and favour they had, Whitten was told that he
would not be given leave to play. At the last moment he was told to report to the Unit Commander
and was handed a telegram which read Corporal Whitten to be granted Leave from Friday night.
Signed by Prime Minister Bob Menzies. He may have been a Carlton supporter but he also liked his
footy. %2

The Bulldogs had 3 goals on the board before the Bombers scored. Footscray looked the stronger
team taking a 15 point lead into half time. The Bombers forward line was struggling without
Coleman and it was their defence that had kept hem in the game so far. The second half was
dominated by Essendon who did enough to win but did not impress in what seemed to be a fairly
ordinary game of football. The Bulldogs burst of energy that got them 7 goals shortly after the start
of the second quarter just seemed to peter out. They kicked just one more goal late in the last
quarter, and although the margin was never much, they did not look like taking the lead back from
Essendon. The Bombers won by eight points, they were in the Preliminary Final without giving their
supporters much to be confident about.*” Footscray had completed their sixth finals campaign and
sill were yet to get a win.

The Second Semi Final was between Geelong and Collingwood with 73,785 at the game.
Collingwood were favoured by many to win, they had beaten the cats twice this season. Although
Jack Dyer and Percy Beames’ previews suggested the larger MCG would suit the Cats faster game.
How right they were. Collingwood started well and were four goals up at quarter time. Magpie
Supporters were discussing their options for Grand Final Tickets. Then the Cats changed the script.
Geelong played perfect, fast football leaving Collingwood looking slow and clumsy. What Geelong
could do with one kick, Collingwood needed two.®"

11 of 20  Episode 55 1951 Hello Mr Football.odt 09/07/26



Fred Flanagan dominated at Centre half forward and his kicks to Full Forward George Goninon
were a delight for everyone but Collingwood defenders and supporters. In the last three quarters
Geelong kicked 20.17 to Collingwood’s dismal 4.7. It was an 82 point victory in a very one sided
game. George Goninon kicked a record 11 goals on Collingwood Full Back Jack Hamilton. Shaking
hands at the end of the match, Goninon told Hamilton: "You were lucky today, Jack." Hamilton
asked in surprise: "Why's that?" Said Goninon: "I had to play in a pair of borrowed boots." *°
Hamilton later said if Goninon was playing on anyone else he would have kicked much more than
11 goals.®® As some supporters had predicted 12 months earlier, when they lost the Preliminary,
they were now in the 1951 Grand Final, Collingwood had to take on Essendon in the Preliminary.

Essendon had been lacklustre in their win over Footscray but Collingwood had been blown away by
the Cats and perhaps that’'s why most had the Bombers as favourites to win the Preliminary.

It was a wet and cold week before the preliminary final. The weather was so bad on the Friday the
first day of the Show was washed out and night events were cancelled. The MCG was awash with
water and covered in mud. Between the rain and the Referendum Vote on banning the Communist
Party held that day, the crowd was down to just 45,000 hardy supporters who got to see a thrilling
game despite the conditions.

It was a tough match, perhaps better described as spiteful, with plenty of clashes literally from the
first bounce when Bob Rose collected Allan Dale who needed help from the trainers before
returning to the play. Collingwood were the better team for most of the game, after a tight first
quarter they took the lead and the longer the game went the further they pulled away. With 19
minutes left in the match Collingwood were five goals in front and heading to a much anticipated
Grand Final. Reynolds had put on both reserves and seemed out of options or ideas. Then, new
skipper, Bill Hutchinson who had been unsighted for much of the day, did the thing that champions
do in big games. He lifted and bought his team up with him. Running out of the centre he weaved
past defenders that had previously been tackling him, he scored Essendon’s sixth goal. A bit later a
pass from Hutchinson to McDonald resulted in another goal. While some Essendon supporters had
already left by this point, now everyone else decided to stay.

Collingwood lost Lou Richards at the 18 minute mark when he was knocked out and shortly after
that Bob Rose, who had been a dynamo in the centre, went down with a cramp.®®

Essendon were moving with more confidence, making the play rather than chasing. With 10
minutes to go Lance Mann kicked a goal for the Bombers and the difference was less than 2
straight kicks.

At the 23 minute mark Bob Syme picked up the ball near the point post and goaled. It was six points
the difference. Collingwood were defending desperately but momentum was with Essendon.

Jack Jones had been one of the key players in the Bombers post war dominance but now he was
struggling with a badly corked thigh. If the interchange rule had been available he would have been
off the ground, but leaving the game now would mean only 17 players on the field. Reynolds moved
him to Centre Half Forward so he wouldn’t have to run so much. (Which might be news to most
centre half forwards). Time on was ticking away and Essendon were five points down. There was a
ball up in the goal square and Jones grabbed the ball, and on his corked right leg he kicked the goal
to put them in front.

That wasn’t the end of the game though. In a rush into their forward line Collingwood’s Harvey
Stevens had a shot from 50 yards out and missed. The siren went moments later and the Bombers
had snatched a 2 point win from the jaws of defeat in an amazing fourth quarter comeback They
were in their seventh Grand Final in a row since 1946.%4%
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Collingwood had some thinking to do over summer. In the Post War era they had played 10 finals
and lost 9 times with one draw.%? Perhaps things would change with Phonse Kyne in charge now
but it was a disappointing result for a club that had so much success prior to the war.

Coleman wasn’t playing but he would still have an impact from the press box. His review of the
game for the Herald contained statements such as “It was obvious from the first bounce that
Collingwood were trying to bash Dale off his game” as well as “Collingwood singled out May and
he too received frees which the Magpies need not have given”

Collingwood Secretary Gordon Carlyon wrote to all three daily papers noting that Collingwood
players and committee resented such unfair criticism. An apology was asked for but did not come.

Geelong and Essendon would compete in 1951’s VFL Grand Final

Geelong's Captain was Fred Flanagan who had served in WWII before he got a job or played senior
footy. Fred’s nickname was Troubles as he always seemed terribly worried about something but
there were no worries about his football ability. He won Geelong’s best and Fairest in 1949 and
finished second in the Brownlow in 1950 and was selected for Victoria every year In his first 8
seasons. He had been voted as Captain at the start of the season by his team mates and was now
leading them into the biggest game they had ever played.

Essendon’s captain was veteran Bill Hutchinson, he had debuted as a skinny 19 year old in 1942
and this would be his 188™ game. He had been the perfect on field partner for Reynolds and now
the coach was on the other side of the boundary, Bill took over the on field leadership. He was an
inspirational player with pace, accurate kicking, stamina and that magical ability to read the play
that separates the very best in the game. He was an outstanding rover who had helped Essendon
win countless games, even on his rare off days he could deliver late the game to get his team over
the line. He would eventually play 290 games retiring in 1957 and was elevated to the Australian
Football Hall of Fame Legend status in 2003, joining Coleman and Reynolds.

Geelong’s coach was former premiership captain coach Reg Hickey. He had led Geelong to their
third flag in 1937 and been appointed non playing coach in 1949. The club made the Preliminary
final in 1950 and now the Grand Final. Hickey was a disciplinarian, not afraid to give a player a
punch in the guts to remind them to get fitter. However he supported his men too, he had a theory
that a player had to play three bad games in a row before getting dropped which gave his men
confidence in their position. Hickey drove a revolution in the game, with a focus on speed and
attack. As Lou Richards noted, Geelong turned half back line into first line of attack rather than first
line of defence. Assisting Hickey was Len Metheral who provided tactical insights that might move
the game in Geelong’s favour.” Hickey’s preview of the day was “Given a good day we will win”’’

Essendon’s Coach was Dick Reynolds moving from captain coach to non playing coach this year.
He was still inspiring his players as he had for so many years. It had not been an easy season but
he had shepherded an injury struck team through a challenging season to yet another Grand Final.

Umpire Harvey Jamieson made his Grand Final debut in 1951 interrupting the run of Jack
McMurray Jr who had officiated the last four Grand Finals, We will see him again. Harvey grew up
in Fitzroy, played some footy with Northcote in the VFA and was a successful professional runner
but when times were tight the money form umpiring was appealing. His umpired his first VFL game
in 1943 and did his first semi final in 1950. He was awarded the Second Semi in 1951 and while
Jack McMurray did the Preliminary the Umpire Panel made the switch to Harvey for the Grand
Final. ">7®
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Geelong had a week off and only made one change to their team from the Semi Final, Alan
Hickingbotham was injured and replaced by Les Reed who sat on the bench. Hickingbotham had
only played 4 games this season and a couple in 1950 and that was the end of his VFL career. This
would be Les Reeds’s fourth game. The Cats were a confident team even though they were going
into the Grand Final with six players who had made their debut in 1951. Not quite as good as
Carlton’s nine first year players in their 1914 premiership but still a fair effort.

Loy Steward was picked in the back pocket after making his debut in Round one and recalled
Bernie Smith, Brownlow medallist with four seasons at Geelong, coming up to him on selection
night and saying “When | get the ball | will look for you”. Leo Turner who had been in the team for
five seasons joined the conversation saying “When you get the ball look for me and we will get it up
to Bobby Davis.” Steward was so impressed that a Brownlow medallist and a champion veteran of
the club would say that to him, as a new recruit in his first season, he thought it was tremendous. It
really helped with his confidence ©°

Essendon were facing all sorts of challenges at their selection meeting. Jack Jones had that badly
bruised thigh and hardly trained. Ron Lunn had injured his shoulder. He had played three seasons
with Geelong before joining the Bombers this year, playing 16 games but the injury meant he
missed his chance at a Grand Final against his old team. His son Steven would also play for
Geelong from 1980-84.

Bert Harper had a cracked rib His war interrupted career began in 1943 and he had played all but
one of the post war Grand finals but had not held a regular spot this season and the rib meant he
missed this Grand Final. He would return for 8 games in 1952. With the two wings now vacant,
Chris Lambert and Lance Mann, who had been on the bench in the preliminary, each took a wing.
Jack Clarke and Fred Payne were selected on the Bench. It would be Clarke’s 5" game of his
career that would extend to 1967 and 263 games. Payne had played most of the season but missed
the earlier finals with an injured knee which had come good in time for the big game. ™

Geelong closed down early on Grand Final day. Shops were shut, factories downed tools and the
wharves finished work at midnight Friday. It seemed the only people heading to work on Saturday
morning were unhappy bank staff. The banks had applied for permission to close on this special
occasion but were legally mandated to be open from 9.30 to 10.30 am.®” When the bank doors shut
some staff would be racing to the station or up the Geelong Rd traffic jam to join the 20,000 Cats
supporters heading to the G.

85,795 were in the ground when the gates were closed. As in previous years there were many
outside still wanting. An estimated 8,000 missed out with some willing to battle against truncheon
wielding police to break through locked doors. The police eventually prevailed but some managed
to get in. People were on the ground surrounding the boundary line from early on in the reserves
game. Some on the boundary jammed beer bottles upside down into the ground to use as seats,
which would get you off the damp ground but at some risk of significant damage if a bottle were to
break. ** During the match Essendon’s Greg Tate did cut his thigh on a broken beer bottle and
teammate Lance Mann jarred his shoulder on a portable radio. They were portable but not so small.

Earlier in the month Essendon won the Under 19 premiership defeating Carlton and on Grand Final
day Carlton’s reserves reversed the result beating Essendon's seconds by two goals.

One person watching the reserves game was standing up inside the boundary line, obscuring the
view of those behind. A policeman grabbed his collar and his mates thought he was about to be
kicked out of the MCG, which would have meant Geelong had to find a new forward pocket. Peter
Pianto explained who he was to the policeman and went back up the race to the change rooms. It
was a confusing time with so many people on the ground between the boundary line and the
fence.”
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As the Geelong players prepared in their rooms Tom Morrow came up quietly to his captain Fred
Flanagan and said in a low voice, “I am prepared to do 12 months, you just let me know” Flanagan
stopped for a moment, saw how serious Morrow was, how far he was willing to go for Geelong and
said “Well | hope it doesn’t come to that” and went back to his warm up routine. ™

In the Essendon rooms there was more drama. Ruckman John Gill had gone into hospital on Friday
with appendicitis. Fred Payne went to the forward pocket but who would take his spot on the
bench? The Essendon reserves were playing the curtain raiser. In one of the biggest Grand Final
selection shocks, Dick Reynolds pulled out his number 3 jumper and the paperwork was submitted
to the League just before noon, on Grand Final day, to register Reynolds once more.

He had been retired a year, played a demonstration game with Essendon in Tasmania during the
bye round and one charity fundraising game at the start of September. He may have led training all
season but it was not the ideal preparation. There had been precedents. Melbourne famously
recalled Jack Mueller for the 1948 preliminary and the two Grand Finals that year. Essendon had
recalled Jack Cassin in the 1947 Grand Final but both payers had been captain coaches of the
reserves, not the same as playing in the seniors but much better match preparation than a couple of
exhibition games.

The selectors felt the inclusion of Reynolds, the club’s talisman, would inspire the team. Others
were not so sure. Ted Leehane and Brian Gilmore who both played in the reserves Grand Final and
had been options for the senior team, were later interviewed by Dan Eddy, and they both felt it was
the wrong call for the team. They both identified the lack of match practice as a critical issue when
selecting for a grand final. It certainly had everyone talking in the Essendon rooms

The first time most people knew about it was when the Players ran onto the ground with Reynolds
wearing that famous number 3. It was the first time it had appeared on the field since the 1947
Grand Final. That generated even more buzz around the ground.

Fred Flanagan won the toss, and chose to kick with the wind to the Punt Rd End. Bill Hutchinson
led his players to their places, Reynolds went to the Bench. He and Jack Clarke had to sit behind
five rows of people spread out between the fence and boundary which must have made watching
the game very difficult.

As the players took their positions Jack Jones came up to Bert Worner, playing just his 13" game,
and said “Don’t get in my bloody way”. Bernie Smith just growled at Jones saying “If you touch the
little fella, my boot stops are going to be way up there in your bloody neck”.” | guess he already
had his Brownlow so perhaps was being a bit more direct, or perhaps the umpires never saw that
side of his game. Anyway, there was no trouble between them all day after that.

Geelong got off to a flying start with George Goninon kicking a goal in the within the first minute.
Players are often extra nervous in their first Grand Final and perhaps umpires too, Umpire
Jamieson was a bit whistle happy, with 12 free kicks in the first 12 minutes.

Geelong were dominating early on but kicked six straight behinds which may have been due to
nerves but was absolutely making some supporters nervous especially when Dons Captain Bill
Hutchinson goaled from one of their rare forward moves. Late in the quarter the Cats added a
couple more goals to better reflect their dominant play. When the siren went they were looking
good. 3.8 26 to Essendon on just one goal.

In the second quarter Essendon played much better football led by Allan Dale and Lance Mann.
Bob Syme kicked their second goal from the Goal Square, booting the ball so high it landed on the
roof of the Southern Stand.
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Slowly it rolled back but got stuck in the gutter. The game was held up while a spare ball was sent
out. Another cost to the VFL.

The Bombers valuable, accurate kicking and strong defence meant they took the lead at the end of
the second quarter, 6 2 (38) to Geelong 4.10 (34)

At half time Reg Hickey gave his team some straight talking, no yelling or screaming, but clear

instructions and a focus on getting a minimum number of goals in the vital 3 quarter with the wind.
84

The message must have worked because Geelong dominated in the third quarter They were just
too fast for their opponents. They kicked five goals for the term and the Cats back line was
impossible to penetrate. At the final break the Cats looked to have the upper hand 9.13 (67) to 6.4
(40). Reynolds took off Harold Lambert and put fresh legs on with 19" man Jack Clark at the start of
the last quarter.

Geelong's 27 point break was looking even more comfortable when, kicking against the wind,
George Goninon booted his fourth for the day. Essendon supporters and administrators wondering
why they had cleared him to Geelong. A quick flurry of passes followed and Geelong'’s Bill
McMaster scored another goal. At the 11 minute mark the Cats were 39 points in front and the
premiership was as good as theirs. Or was it?

Jack Jones kicked a goal from a tight angle then the Bombers got a couple of behinds. There was
10 minutes to go and Geelong led by 29 points. Then Fred Payne scored another goal for the
Bombers

At the 21 minute mark Geelong was up by 21 points. Essendon had come from behind to beat
Footscray, they had stormed home in the last quarter against Collingwood, could they steal another
game and take the premiership. Fred Payne was cramping. He had not played since Round 17 and
just did not have the match fithess to see the game out. It was time to come off and the final crazy
throw of the dice saw Dick Reynolds in the game, his first time on a VFL ground in 12 months. The
crowd roared as he jogged up to the Punt Rd End. Some Geelong players felt a tremor of nerves,
the old man couldn’t pull one more trick could he? Others like Russell Midlemiss took it as a positive
sign, he later said "He looked old when he ran on the ground. He was past it”

Plenty of Essendon players were thrilled to see their leader out there, he had done so much over so
many years. If anyone could squeeze out an unlikely win it was Reynolds. He took his place in the
forward pocket, on Brownlow medallist Bernie Smith, there was a gap of 12 years in age, 245
games and two Brownlow medals between them.

In seconds they were in the play, Reynolds tapped the ball over to Greg Tate and applied a
shepherd which gave Tate the time and space to kick another Essendon goal. The gap was down to
15 points and Essendon were playing with a confidence that had been lacking all day.

The Bombers drove the ball forward again and Wally May kicked a goal, the gap was only 9 points.
The crowd was on their feet, the wall of noise intense.

The ball went back to the centre and the game started again. After a few moments it was
Essendon's captain Hutchinson passing to Ron McEwin on the Southern flank. A Long kick, deep
into Essendon’s forward line with Full forward Keith McDonald on his own ready to take an
uncontested mark. Then the magic spell broke. Reynolds adrenaline must have been pumping, he
must have been willing himself into the action, he launched himself at the ball to take the mark and
collided with McDonald. The simplest of errors, by the most experienced of players. The ball
bounced free.
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Geelong’s Backman Bruce Morrison took full advantage of the mistake, turning what looked like a
certain goal into a long clearing kick.

It had been a frantic few moments when the impossible had been glimpsed but then it was
snatched away. The ball came back into Essendon’s forward line and Greg Tate was looking like he
could have another shot but Geelong's Bernie Smith laid another tackle and the ball was cleared
again.

The Cats kicked another couple of behinds the last one by that former bomber now Cat George
Goninon and they held on for a very well deserved 11 point win.

Reynolds did not have a kick nor a handball in the final 10 minutes his long career. The debate
continued long after the game. Would he made more of a difference if he came on sooner or was he
too old and past it and a younger fitter player might have been a better option.

The reality is, the best team for the season, and on the day, won the premiership, and the game
gave us all one more romantic moment to discuss and debate, so perhaps we should enjoy that.
Reynolds himself reflected many years later “I don’t think | was much good; | think | was a bit foolish
there. | was sorry about that.”#%9"92

As to whether Coleman would have made the difference, that was debated with many saying yes,
but plenty on the Geelong side pointed out they had beaten Essendon in Round 5 with Coleman in
the team.

It had been a terrific season for the Cats. They had the premiership, the leading goal kicker with
George Goninon’s 4 taking him to a total of 86 and the Brownlow Medallist Bernie Smith. Arare
treble last achieved by the Collingwood Machine teams in 1927 and 29

For most footballers playing in a grand final is one of life’s special moments, winning a premiership
a treasure beyond compare. Some footballers are lucky enough to be almost used to the
experience. Before he got to Geelong, Bill McMaster had played in 5 Grand Finals and won three.
Now he had a VFL premiership in just his 11" game. As he walked off the ground he looked around
and saw his team mates being carried off by supporters, the MCG covered with peopl, he thought to
himself, “This is something pretty special, not just your average run of the mill Grand Final®®

There were celebrations in the Geelong change rooms and then the joyful bus ride down the
Geelong road to be received as heroes in Geelong. As the crowd gathered at the Town Hall they
were entertained with a recording of that hectic last quarter. Each Geelong goal was cheered again
and again® Outside the Town Hall, in front of a huge crowd, the players were welcomed and
celebrated. When it was his turn, Bob Davis stepped up to the microphone and said “See you again
at the same place, same time next year. ®'

The team had had plenty of celebrations that night and on Sunday, following the tradition from 1937
when they buried a toy magpie, the 1951 team gathered at Kardinia park to bury a toy bomber.??

After a week of celebration they flew to Adelaide on Friday. The Cats took on Port Adelaide for the
Premiership of Australia in front of 25,000 people with the Cats winning a close game by 8
points.’8798

In December it was more celebrations again in Geelong when 1,000 supporters packed the Palais
Royale to see a colour film of the Grand Final, | will put a link to this video available on the
Retrospective YouTube channel. VFL President Dr McLelland presented the Brownlow medal to
Bernie Smith, the Premiership Flag to the club. Federal MP Hubert Opperman presented the
Federation Jubilee Trophy.
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While the VFL Premiership Cup will make its debut later in the 1950’s, Geelong was the first club to
keep a trophy as well as a flag for winning the premiership. Geelong's name would also be added to
the E. L. Wilson Shield kept at Harrison house. The Shield was named after Edwin Wilson who as a
young boy shook hands with one of Melbourne's founders John Pasco Fawkner, and was also a
founder if the Collingwood Football Club and the very first Secretary of the VFL from 1897 to 1929.
This Geelong premiership was the last of Mr Wilson’s long life, he died in late November aged 91,
ending that connection to the very foundation of the VFL?®*® He is not yet in the Australian Football
Hall of Fame but he should be.

The biggest banner in Geelong's Palais Royale said “Please do it again in 1952”. Join us next
episode to see how the 11 other clubs respond and whether the Cats would do it again in 1952.

If you have enjoyed Grand Final History please leave a review wherever you get your pod cast
from. The more goals we kick the easier it is for others to find the podcast.

If you have questions or want to leave feedback please email me at info@grandfinalhistory.au or
check out the grandfinalhistory.au website or Facebook and Bluesky for more grand final history.

Season Review & Conclusion

Any specific comments on the season from the media of the time, any significant post grand Final
events (Either football or wider)

Conclusion. Refer to website and facebook for details of references and more information
provide email and ask for feedback and reviews on itunes and encourage people to listen to next
episode

All Australian Team
Sporting Life 1947-53 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All-Australian_team

Then official 1953 onwards https://www.afl.com.au/all-australian/history
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