A
AN AMERICAN ON OUR GREAT GAMI

San Francisco sportswriter WILL CONNOLLY
Says ‘catchball’ can catch on in the States.

Australian football, or should I say ‘catchball’, is the omnibus of
ft'ZV 1Y game played with an inflated bladder the world over. It bOﬁ:@
rom soccer, rugby, Irish football and hurling — and J4***

everything else.
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- founded in turmo
prid game was founc | B e
hyvered in Victoria. Miners in the Goldfields indu]gefcllgizl;l

0 .
11 that was neither socc
rm of footba ' €r nor rugby. Eve
Chaoﬂd (0 get into the act in order to blow off steam,gby gho
waf_;;‘e irish moved in with their Gaelic football, the roughest of all
eybeiﬂg polin'cal prisoners of the Crown in Australia 100 years

.go.

o the game e\{olved from several races and is faster and harder
o their contributions.
The 18-man game is played on turf of no fixed dimensions except
area is oval in shape instead of rectangular. The measurements
ange from 150 to 200 yards in length, and from 100 to 170 yards in
«idth. It depends on the locality.

A goal counts six points if kicked between the two tall centre posts
without cross-bar) and only one point if kicked between a second
«t of uprights spaced seven yards from the middle.

The nomenclature is mostly from rugby. Positions are identified
xleft wing-forward, centre-half and right wing-centre. But there are
other positional descriptions peculiar to the Australian game, such as
‘rover’ and ‘follower’.

Of the 18 men, 15 are ‘placed’” — or confined to a fixed base from
which they are not allowed to move far. The other three are the rove
md. iallzw:rs, who arefpermitted to pursue the ball wherever it goes
during four quarters of 25 minutes each.

‘Em confused, too. We get the impression that it is a long and -
exhausting game in which a man can dribble, as in basketball and )
:‘: ‘hﬂ hide unhke in soccer and punt like in US football. A player L8
v “‘?Pﬁ‘ii or takhz a mark’. Sometimes he must dispose of the "

* quickly like “it’s a hot potato!’

\ mﬂn football is not heavily armoured. The players wear

P shorts s,
- ‘::Mn&duuncouthandnﬁxed-up game of the gold
m& labelled contemptuously by the cricket set as ‘a game
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